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Wishing you a safe holiday season  

NYC Community Emergency Response Team 

The New York City Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) Program trains neighbor-
hood and community-based volunteer teams to: 
• Inform, educate, and train their neighbors 

on disaster preparedness. 
• Assist public safety agencies and local com-

munity boards with public events.  
• Respond to local disasters in accordance 

with CERT protocols and support emer-
gency personnel upon their arrival and 
request. 

• Assist agencies in managing spontaneous 
volunteers at a disaster site.  

NYC CERT MISSION STATEMENT 

Quarterly Team Chief Meeting 
December 7, 2006 
6:30pm– 8:30pm 

That time has come again!  Our next Team Chief Meeting 
will be at our new OEM Headquarters located at 165 
Cadman Plaza East in Brooklyn.  Our guest speaker will 
be Brian Hastings, a responder in OEM’s Operations 
division.  He will be speaking on the “Anatomy of Re-
sponse”.   
Unfortunately we can no longer provide parking so 
please consider using mass transit to come to this meet-
ing and any future meetings being held at our new head-
quarters. Directions have been sent to all team chiefs. 
 

Photo: Port Richmond CERT at its 
mock disaster drill on 11/04/2006 

Spotlight Corner  

 
October 22, 2006 – The HurrEx Sheltering Full-Scale Exercise tested 
the sheltering component of the City’s Coastal Storm Plan.  The 
drill, which was managed by OEM and the City Department of 
Homeless Services, called for setting up an evacuation center and 
training over 900 City employees to run a shelter and manage 
evacuees. 
The exercise: HurrEx focused on the sheltering portion of the 
Costal Protection plan. More than 130 City employees from 20 
agencies that would manage sheltering in a real coastal storm 
emergency absorbed over 700 mock evacuees in a central evalua-
tion center.  CERT teams provided 122 players, who screened 
evacuees who reported medical complications, organized family 
re-unification and pet care staging areas, and bused evacuees to 
two hurricane shelters. By filtering the evacuees through a central 
point of control, the staff made special arrangements for medical 
conditions and spread its human resources more efficiently by 

opening shelters as needed.  Thank you to all of our 
CERTs who dedicated their day to partici-
pate in this drill. 

Teams Currently in Training 

Holiday Gift Idea 
 
Preparedness items make great holiday gift ideas for your 
loved ones. Using the checklist in the Ready New York 
guide, it is relatively easy to put together a Go Bag with all 
of the essential items.  Several area vendors also sell pre-
packaged Go Bags and other preparedness items.     
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REMARKS 

Dear Teams — Welcome to our second edition of the New 
York City CERT Newsletter.  We are welcoming two new 
additions to our CERT Program Team: Lauren Ginsberg, 
CERT Program Manager and William McDonald, Assis-
tant Coordinator.   
As mentioned in our first edition, please feel free to sub-
mit any questions via e-mail to MMone@oem.nyc.gov. If 
you want to know more about a specific topic, please let 
us know.  This is to be shared with all your team mem-
bers. Enjoy!                                                               
- NYC CERT Program Team 

⇒ Manhattan District 8 
⇒ Queens District 2 
⇒ Queens District 4 
⇒ Staten Island District 1 
⇒ Brooklyn District 6 
This will bring the total number of NYC teams to 
48. Come support these new teams at their 
graduations the weeks of January 15th and  
January 27th.  Contact Michelle Mone if you can 
attend, mmone@oem.nyc.gov. 

Tip of the Month 

PHOTO GALLERY 

 
Team Chief John Tidona and Port Richmond  (SI) CERT members get 
special recognition for a job well done. The team created a mock scenario in 
which a transformer on an electrical pole outside the Moose Lodge on 
Nicholas Avenue caught fire and created a smoke condition while a party 
was taking place. The team did not stop there. It worked closely with 
agencies such as ConEdison, EMTs from Volunteer Heart Ambulance, the 
NYPD and FDNY. CERT team members deployed in full gear and even 
implemented their knowledge and understanding of the Incident Com-
mand System. They set up a triage center for victims and kept a logistics 
area for their supplies. This is just one example of how instrumental the 
CERT program is and  how the commitment of CERT members played an 
enormous role in this drill’s success. 

Photo: QUEENS 11 FAIR– 2006 

 
Photo: New York FEMA 1 CERT team chief 
Peter Morici and fellow CERTs at HurrEx 
2006  

EVENTS 

HurrEx 2006 
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