
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix N: Traffic Technical 
Memorandum 



Philip Habib & Associates

Engineers and Planners • 226 West 26th Street • New York, NY 10001 • 212 929 5656 • 212 929 5605 (fax)

July 31, 2008

TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Michael Griffith, NYCDOT

FROM: Seth Wright

DATE: July 31, 2008

PROJECT: East 125th Street Development (PHA No. 0613I)

RE: Traffic Trends on the Surrounding Area of the East 125th Street Development during
the three-year period 2006 to 2008

This technical memorandum assesses the potential effect on the DEIS traffic analysis of extending
the Build year for the East 125th Street Development project From 2012 to 2016. The assessment
examines both the traffic volumes crossing the Triborough Bridge from 2006 through 2008 and the
surrounding local streets to identify recent trends in overall traffic volumes in the vicinity of the 125th

Street corridor.

The East 125th Street Development project was originally analyzed with a Build year of 2012 in the
DEIS.  Subsequent to certification of the DEIS, the project’s Build year was extended to 2016 based
on current planning for the relocation of the MTA bus parking area into a new bus depot facility east
of Second Avenue between East 126th Street and East 127th Street.  The traffic analysis in the DEIS
assumed a 0.5 percent per year background growth rate for the 2007 through 2012 period, and included
the traffic expected to be generated by a number of No-Build sites including East River Plaza, the
125th Street Rezoning, and the Manhattanville project.

In order to determine if the 0.5 percent per year background growth rate is sufficiently conservative
to account for the proposed extension of the project’s Build year to 2016, data on traffic volumes
using the Manhattan Plaza of the Triborough Bridge were reviewed, as these data are assumed to
reflect overall trends in traffic volumes in the vicinity of the 125th Street corridor.  The Triborough
Bridge includes two toll plazas, one on the Manhattan approach and the second on the Bronx approach.
The MTA Bridges and Tunnels division records every vehicle that passes through each of the two
plazas.  Table 1 shows the total number of vehicles that have passed through the Manhattan Plaza
in each month from January to June in 2006, 2007 and 2008.  The data in Table 1 indicate that, while



Table 1 - Traffic Trend Analysis between 2006 to 2008
Total traffic traveling in both directions through the Triborough Bridge Manhattan Plaza

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Total
2006 2,604,827 2,322,385 2,867,602 2,849,575 3,076,732 3,049,064 16,770,185
2007 2,648,622 2,387,505 2,883,971 2,841,608 3,118,673 3,083,688 16,964,067
2008 2,601,897 2,443,900 2,728,183 2,716,598 2,892,854 2,850,032 16,233,464

Percentage decline between the overall traffic from the first six months of 2007 and 2008 is -4.50%

Source: MTA Bridges and Tunnels Data
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the total number of vehicles during the six-month period  rose by approximately 1.1 percent from
2006 to 2007, there has been an approximately 4.5 percent decrease in overall traffic from 2007 to
2008.  A key factor in this decrease, which is illustrated in the graph included with Table 1, is likely
the recent gradual increases in the price of gasoline.  These gasoline price increases likely reflect
a long-term trend that is expected to continue for the foreseeable future.

To further confirm this recent reduction of traffic between 2007 and 2008, automatic traffic recorders
(ATR’s) were placed during the week of July 21st, 2008 in order to compare the recent traffic data
with the same ATR locations that were collected in both 2006 and 2007.  In 2006, ATR data was
collected on the eastbound movement of E. 125th Street between Lexington Avenue and Third Avenue
for the week of Nov. 11th.  In 2007, ATR data was collected on both Second Avenue between E. 123rd

Street and E. 124th Street, and Third Avenue between E. 121st St and E. 122nd Street for the week of
May 7th.  The comparison between the 2008 traffic data for weekday was compared to the recent
counts collected in July of 2008 and is shown Table 2.  Table 2 confirms that traffic has reduced in
the past year.

Table 2 - Local Street Traffic Trend Analysis

Average Weekday Traffic Totals for a 24 hour period

2nd Ave betw.
123rd & 124th St 

3rd Ave betw.
121st & 122th St 

EB E. 125th St betw.
Lex & 3rd Ave 

2006 11,518
2007 26,870 20,113
2008 26,485 17,681 9,618

% Decrease -1.5% -13.8% -19.8%

The four-year extension of the proposed project’s Build year to 2016 would theoretically result
in an increase in overall background traffic volumes of two percent based on a 0.5 percent per
year background growth rate.  However, given that traffic volumes in the vicinity of the 125th

Street corridor have apparently decreased by over three percent in the past two years, it is likely
that the 0.5 percent per year background growth rate assumed for the 2007 through 2012 period
in the DEIS is overly conservative.  It is therefore reasonable to assume that the total background
growth (plus No-Build site demand) incorporated in the traffic analysis in the DEIS is sufficient
to reflect conditions for a Build year of 2016.
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APPENDIX

1.  TBTA Bridge data - 2006, 2007, 2008 (Jan. to June)
2.  ATR Data - 2006, 2007, & 2008



MTA BRIDGES AND TUNNELS
2006 MONTHLY TOTAL VEHICLES BY FACILITY
(paid and non-revenue traffic)

Jan-06 Feb-06 Mar-06 Apr-06 May-06 Jun-06 Jul-06 Aug-06 Sep-06 Oct-06 Nov-06 Dec-06
YTD TOTAL 

TRAFFIC
FACILITY
Triborough Bronx 2,322,296 2,095,553 2,547,006 2,522,646 2,643,012 2,598,053 2,669,347 2,687,023 2,497,943 2,530,224 2,413,675 2,484,590 30,011,368
Triborough Manhattan 2,604,827 2,322,385 2,867,602 2,849,575 3,076,732 3,049,064 2,875,709 2,968,960 2,899,848 2,980,502 2,880,668 2,870,105 34,245,977
Bronx-Whitestone 3,181,544 2,894,864 3,273,315 3,236,351 3,386,084 3,340,629 3,375,322 3,412,105 3,260,529 3,490,355 3,406,412 3,459,111 39,716,621
Henry Hudson 1,889,305 1,710,423 2,038,670 2,040,854 2,125,342 2,090,239 1,981,541 2,046,425 2,046,710 2,151,979 2,066,053 2,063,246 24,250,787
Marine Parkway 566,085 498,585 617,752 583,080 689,997 711,843 818,729 782,927 658,980 639,154 619,791 632,821 7,819,744
Cross Bay 560,723 501,855 606,848 582,145 652,691 669,960 743,149 688,567 623,822 635,569 609,678 619,004 7,494,011
Queens Midtown 2,275,055 2,095,029 2,522,575 2,454,575 2,528,395 2,545,498 2,434,092 2,532,231 2,443,026 2,604,727 2,465,929 2,472,209 29,373,341
Brooklyn-Battery 1,433,388 1,326,791 1,611,466 1,466,638 1,555,732 1,547,952 1,444,433 1,554,841 1,500,494 1,594,452 1,556,935 1,597,073 18,190,195
Throgs Neck 3,238,199 2,957,820 3,561,781 3,570,788 3,849,687 3,808,528 4,019,968 4,078,441 3,698,363 3,680,224 3,496,086 3,500,504 43,460,389
Verrazano-Narrows 5,601,678 5,015,644 5,973,386 5,869,922 6,130,212 6,144,096 6,139,308 6,274,442 5,906,912 6,053,602 5,845,962 6,122,890 71,078,054
(Westbound traffic doubled)

TOTAL 23,673,100 21,418,949 25,620,401 25,176,574 26,637,884 26,505,862 26,501,598 27,025,962 25,536,627 26,360,788 25,361,189 25,821,553 305,640,487

Prepared By Revenue Management 
Jan-10-2008



MTA BRIDGES AND TUNNELS
2007 MONTHLY TOTAL VEHICLES BY FACILITY
(paid and non-revenue traffic)

Jan-07 Feb-07 Mar-07 Apr-07 May-07 Jun-07 Jul-07 Aug-07 Sep-07 Oct-07 Nov-07 Dec-07
YTD TOTAL 

TRAFFIC
FACILITY
Triborough Bronx 2,309,536 2,075,655 2,433,660 2,451,656 2,616,930 2,587,839 2,631,252 2,662,231 2,489,835 2,526,156 2,397,989 2,361,413 29,544,152
Triborough Manhattan 2,648,622 2,387,505 2,883,971 2,841,608 3,118,673 3,083,688 2,921,930 2,974,421 2,855,105 2,981,740 2,789,513 2,697,640 34,184,416
Bronx-Whitestone 3,291,694 2,966,654 3,449,823 3,444,488 3,745,226 3,773,985 3,833,084 3,906,802 3,611,168 3,610,099 3,517,223 3,460,925 42,611,171
Henry Hudson 1,921,661 1,723,627 2,023,011 1,972,638 2,194,837 2,124,883 2,023,729 2,063,008 2,024,750 2,164,631 2,043,531 1,928,232 24,208,538
Marine Parkway 587,966 510,231 620,382 587,333 711,180 767,868 818,298 799,505 675,675 641,630 597,199 603,610 7,920,877
Cross Bay 600,869 524,961 628,290 605,282 700,864 733,153 742,962 722,387 663,124 670,430 612,706 603,208 7,808,236
Queens Midtown 2,374,329 2,171,815 2,550,589 2,455,232 2,612,232 2,577,547 2,428,060 2,583,555 2,464,128 2,641,483 2,500,659 2,426,930 29,786,559
Brooklyn-Battery 1,533,848 1,412,716 1,662,525 1,523,006 1,646,676 1,650,298 1,515,450 1,584,340 1,475,856 1,617,799 1,506,381 1,509,381 18,638,276
Throgs Neck 3,276,194 2,929,137 3,410,853 3,431,443 3,776,395 3,717,033 3,801,728 3,904,106 3,599,840 3,638,166 3,435,451 3,266,615 42,186,961
Verrazano-Narrows 5,716,034 5,105,800 5,948,030 5,849,232 6,291,972 6,255,438 6,156,372 6,305,458 5,862,316 6,008,964 5,714,708 5,857,084 71,071,408
(Westbound traffic doubled)

TOTAL 24,260,753 21,808,101 25,611,134 25,161,918 27,414,985 27,271,732 26,872,865 27,505,813 25,721,797 26,501,098 25,115,360 24,715,038 307,960,594

Prepared By Revenue Management 



MTA BRIDGES AND TUNNELS
2008 MONTHLY TOTAL VEHICLES BY FACILITY
(paid and non-revenue traffic)

Jan-08 Feb-08 Mar-08 Apr-08 May-08 Jun-08 Jul-08 Aug-08 Sep-08 Oct-08 Nov-08 Dec-08
YTD TOTAL 

TRAFFIC
FACILITY
Triborough Bronx 2,295,605 2,171,538 2,410,623 2,405,223 2,514,149 2,456,550 14,253,688
Triborough Manhattan 2,601,897 2,443,900 2,728,183 2,716,598 2,892,854 2,850,032 16,233,464
Bronx-Whitestone 3,341,306 3,120,155 3,540,137 3,543,464 3,727,381 3,845,348 21,117,791
Henry Hudson 1,873,704 1,742,741 1,937,681 1,935,205 2,038,007 1,972,007 11,499,345
Marine Parkway 586,469 541,231 614,100 611,958 681,366 745,763 3,780,887
Cross Bay 603,441 558,238 620,489 626,406 666,337 722,284 3,797,195
Queens Midtown 2,347,467 2,233,185 2,510,004 2,409,609 2,516,334 2,476,866 14,493,465
Brooklyn-Battery 1,461,468 1,395,852 1,522,906 1,459,913 1,500,142 1,490,604 8,830,885
Throgs Neck 3,209,811 2,998,085 3,408,569 3,393,964 3,577,340 3,379,750 19,967,519
Verrazano-Narrows 5,634,956 5,242,272 5,872,184 5,752,952 6,009,188 5,952,470 34,464,022
(Westbound traffic doubled)

TOTAL 23,956,124 22,447,197 25,164,876 24,855,292 26,123,098 25,891,674 0 0 0 0 0 0 148,438,261

Note: April thru May 2008 figures are subject to Final Audit.

Prepared By Revenue Management 
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