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NYCHA Hosts Sixth Annual
Kids Walk in Staten Island

By Eileen Elliott

SOMETIMES LIFE REALLY IS A WALK IN THE PARK. AT LEAST IT WAS FOR 1,850
YOUNG NEw YORK CiTY HousING AUTHORITY (NYCHA) RESIDENTS WHO
CAME FROM 44 COMMUNITY CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE CITY TO STATEN
ISLAND's CLOVE LAKES PARK ON AUGUST 14TH FOR THE SIXTH ANNUAL KIDS
WALK. The two-and-a-half mile walkathon was designed to emphasize the
importance of exercise in the fight against obesity. The day included infor-

mation on healthy eating and lots of fun activities for the walkers.

The weather couldn’t have been
more cooperative with bright sun-
shine, a light breeze and a high of
80 degrees Fahrenheit.

Participants from each Commu-
nity Center gathered at the start
line under the brightly colored
banners they created to hear a brief
pep talk from NYCHA Chairman
Tino Hernandez. “It’s important to
exercise and to eat right,” the
Chairman said. “Have a great time
and stay healthy.”

Board Member Margarita Ldpez
was there to cheer the walkers on
with her trademark enthusiasm.
Words of encouragement were also
offered by Community Operations
Deputy General Manager Hugh
Spence, and “Harry,” a ten-and-a-
half-foot tall clown (on stilts) from
the Big Apple Circus.

A number of sponsors helped
make the event possible, including:
Affinity Health Plan, Community

Health Action of Staten Island,
Maramont Corporation, Snapple
and the Staten Island University
Hospital.

Eleven-year-old Omorefe Slay-
ton from Richmond Terrace Com-
munity Center in Staten Island
didn’t seem fazed at all by the two-
and-a-half mile walk. “It’s not hard
to do,” she said. Maybe that’s
because Omorefe was walking
for the third year in a row, and,
she said, she already gets lots of
exercise during the week playing
basketball.

“I would like all the children in
the City to follow the example of
the children who live in public
housing, with good nutrition and
exercise,” said Board Member
Ldpez.

The walkers, ages 6-12, are all
participants in NYCHA’s Summer
Camp program. NYCHA runs 114
day camps throughout the City.

HEALTHY START Youth joined together in groups by their Community
Center before heading off on the two-and-a-half mile walk at Clove
Lakes Park in Staten Island. That’s “Harry” on the right.

New Heating
System Will
Save Millions

By Eileen Elliott
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY IS KEY TO THE
NEw YORK CiTY HOUSING AUTHORITY'S
(NYCHA’S) NEED TO “DO MORE WITH
LESS” AND “WORK SMART” DURING
THESE CHALLENGING FINANCIAL TIMES.
One such innovation is the Com-
puterized Heating Automated
System, or “CHAS.”

When this computer software
application is fully implemented,
it will allow staff to monitor and
manage all of the Authority’s 210
major central heating plants from
remote locations. CHAS gives
development managers, super-
intendents and other staff in
each borough a computerized
“boiler plant dashboard” they
can use to identify potential prob-
lems and regulate fuel consump-
tion. To access this information,
all they have to do is log on.

As of the writing of this article,
CHAS has been implemented at
175 NYCHA heating plants.
Once CHAS is operational at all
sites, which should be by April
of next year— it is estimated
that the total savings in fuel will
approach $20 million annually.

That’s not all. In keeping with
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s
PlaNYC to create a safer,
greener, more environmentally
sound New York City by the year
2030, less fuel consumption
means less dangerous green-
house gas emissions. It is esti-
mated that CHAS will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by
89,000 metric tons a year—
that’s the equivalent of 19,000
passenger cars being removed
from the road for one year!

According to NYCHA’s Energy
Director Lloyd Kass, there are
three main features of CHAS
that make it so valuable. The
first feature is that CHAS allows
staff to view boiler control pan-
els from a remote location; the
second is that CHAS monitors
zone valves, which control the
amount of steam going into indi-
vidual buildings to provide heat;

(Continued on page 3)

QUALITY ASSURANCE A Customer Service Representative at
NYCHA'’s Centralized Call Center in Long Island City, Queens.

Centralized Call Center
Goes Live in Brooklyn!

THE BOROUGH WITH THE MOST NEW YORK CiTY HousING AuTHORITY (NYCHA)
APARTMENTS (58,393) — BROOKLYN—1IS THE LATEST TO JOIN NYCHA's CEN-
TRALIZED CALL CENTER NETWORK. Now, just as residents in Manhattan,
Queens and Staten Island can call a single number to schedule
maintenance visits and repairs, so too can Brooklyn residents. That
number is: (718) 707-7771. The Brooklyn rollout took place in two
phases this September.

First implemented in the bor-
ough of Staten Island in 2005,
the Centralized Call Center
allows NYCHA residents to call a
single number to schedule all
maintenance requests. NYCHA
Customer Service Representa-
tives are available to answer

calls 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. What's even better is
that residents who request
repairs are given appointments
to fit their schedules. A resident
who has made an appointment
for a repair will receive a

(Continued on page 3)

It’'s Heating Season!
October 1st — May31st

Minimum Indoor Temperature

From 6 AM to 10PM

68 degrees Fahrenheit
whenever the outdoor temperature is
below 55 degrees.

Minimum Indoor Temperature

From 10PM to 6AM
55 degrees Fahrenheit
whenever the outdoor temperature falls
below 40 degrees.

PAGE 4

CHIEF JAFFE’'S TIPS FOR A
SAFE HALLOWEEN

PAGE 5
LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION
LUNCH IN CHINATOWN

PAGE 5

CITYWIDE DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE CONFERENCES
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Bringing Spirit and Hope to Young Girls

You Can Make a Difference in the
Life of a Foster Child: Volunteer on
New York City’s ‘Day of the Child’

THE NEw YorRkK CiTY DAY OF THE
CHILD IS A SPECIAL DAY DESIGNED TO
GIVE NEW YORKERS A SENSE OF WHAT
IT MEANS TO MENTOR A YOUNG PERSON
BETWEEN THE AGES OF 7 AND 18 WHO
IS EITHER IN FOSTER CARE OR ON A
WAITING LIST FOR A MENTOR. The
hope is that participants will then
become mentors on an ongoing
basis. The event also aims to raise
overall awareness about the role
of the Administration for Children’s
Services as the City’s agency charged
with  protecting children and
strengthening families.

Where, When and What to Expect

The New York City Day of the Child 2007 will be held on Saturday,
November 10th, from 1:00 to 6:00 PM at The National Track & Field
Armory, located at 216 Fort Washington Avenue and West 168th
Street in Upper Manhattan.

By participating in the Day of the Child, you will have a fun-filled
experience with wonderful young people which will give you a sense
of what a mentoring relationship could be like. Children participating
in the Day of the Child range from ages 7 to 18, and their needs cover
every spectrum of life, from academics to cultural identity to basic
life skills. Adult volunteers are not matched one-to-one with a child
but instead are clustered in groups.

If You Want to Volunteer

Adult volunteers MUST be 21 years or older, complete a volunteer
application, undergo a background screening and attend a training
session in advance of the event. You can download the volunteer
application at www.nyc.gov/acs or have a copy sent to you by
calling 311. The deadline for returning a completed application is
October 26th.

Please note that although every volunteer is important, there is
a particular need for male volunteers, who are often underrepresented
in these efforts. Help spread the word by letting friends, family
and others—with a particular emphasis on husbands, boyfriends,
brothers, sons and other men—and please let them know about this
worthwhile opportunity. There are many sports activities available at
the National Track & Field Armory, plus face painting, arts and
crafts, photo booths, air hockey tables, live entertainment and dance
competitions.

The first Day of the Child celebration was held by the nonprofit
organization Children Uniting Nations (CUN) in Los Angeles nine
years ago. In 2002, CUN brought the event to New York City to
expand mentoring opportunities for youth in foster care and raise
awareness about the challenges faced by these young people.

Sponsors of past Day of the Child events have included Casey
Family Programs, Citigroup, Channel CW11-NY, The Daily News,
Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum, ENYCE Clothing Company,
McDonald’s, NYC Sports Commission, Pepsi-Cola and Toys R Us
Times Square. Supporting organizations include Big Brothers Big
Sisters of New York City, Mentoring Partnership of New York and
Mentoring USA.

Michael R. Bloomberg

More than 16,000
Subscribers Receive
the NYCHA Journal Online.

You Can Too!

Register at nyc.gov or NYCHA'sS
homepage: nyc.gov/nycha

DIAMONDS is the name for this young cheerleading team, coached by Tracy Dickerson (far right),
better known as ‘Ms. Tracy’ of Farragut Houses in Brooklyn.

By Heidi Morales

ON ANY GIVEN DAY YOU CAN CATCH
TRACY DICKERSON, OR Ms. TRACY AS
SHE'S KNOWN IN THE COMMUNITY,
RUSHING TO WORK, RUNNING TO ATTEND
ONE OF HER SON’S BASKETBALL GAMES,
HURRYING TO COOK A HOT MEAL FOR
HER FAMILY AND CHECK HOMEWORK, OR
SPRINTING TO LEAD HER CHEERLEADING
TEAMS TO YET ANOTHER VICTORY.

Ms. Tracy grew up in the New
York City Housing Authority’s
(NYCHA’s) Farragut Houses in
Brooklyn, where she has been
raising her own five children
ranging in ages from 10 to 25.
She has also coached two cheer-
leading teams for 13 years; ten
of those years solely on a volun-
teer basis. It all started when
her oldest daughter begged her
to volunteer her time and train
the then group of sixth-graders
who wanted so desperately to
cheer. No one would take on the
job but Ms. Tracy did with no pay
and no prior experience. “Now
my daughter is 25, has gradu-
ated college and I'm still doing
it. | took over two weeks before
competition and we started
working. We placed third and |
think that got me going.”

The cheerleading teams com-
posed of female students of P.S.
307 and junior high school Satel-
lite West in Brooklyn are part of
Ms. Tracy’s “Holding On to Our
Jewels” program, which aims to
foster academic excellence, dis-
cipline, teamwork, and a positive
attitude in girls in the fourth
through the eighth grades.
“Before this there was really
nothing in this community for
girls,” Ms. Tracy explained.

Meanwhile, Ms. Tracy was
working full-time at New York Uni-
versity (NYU) Medical Center—
a job she held for over 10 years
and one she decided to leave
to tend to the needs of her
chronically asthmatic child and
her other four children. “I had to
make a choice; it was either be
there for my child or work at NYU
so | left the job.”

She eventually started volun-
teering at P.S. 307 to keep busy
and “once my youngest son went
into day care | felt like ‘what am |
doing now?’ | felt | needed to do
more but | also felt | needed to
g0 back to school and come in at
a better position.”

Ms. Tracy decided to study
early childhood education at the
Borough of Manhattan Commu-

nity College. She graduated in
1997 and has been working as a
teacher’s assistant at P.S. 307
ever since.

The Precious Jewels

Ms. Tracy holds the girls on
the teams—the Emeralds and
Diamonds —to high standards
not only as athletes and per-
formers but as students and as

(Continued on page 6)
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DIVORCE $250*

* Plus Court Fees
Discount for people receiving PA,SSI or SSD

e Spouses' Signature Not Required!
e Payment Plans Availablel!
We also offer People Search & Name Change

Se Habla Espaiiol! (718)292-4235
606 Melrose Ave 2nd FlI,
www_.1lonldivorce.com

Bronx, NY 10455
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Heating System

Domestic Violence: Its Effect
On Children and Youth

OcCTOBER 1S NATIONAL DOMESTIC
VI0OLENCE AWARENESS MONTH. EACH
YEAR THE NEW YORK CITY HOUSING
AUTHORITY (NYCHA) hosts a series
of conferences in October, which are
designed to raise residents’ aware-
ness of this painful topic. This year’s
conferences are entitled, “Domestic
Violence: Its Effect on Children and
Youth.” One conference will be held
ina NYCHA Community Center in
each borough on consecutive
evenings, the week of October 22nd.
I urge all interested residents to
attend. Please see the ad on page 5 to see how you can register.

Exposure to domestic violence has significant negative repercus-
sions on children’s social, emotional and academic development; the
traumatic effects have been widely reported and studied. The child
does not even need to experience the violence directly to be affected,
just witnessing it is enough to cause harm.

This year’s conferences are especially child-friendly and so I invite
all of you to bring your children. Along with the special activities
planned for children, the evening will include panel discussions and
presentations, a short play by the nonprofit acting troupe “FACES,” a
buffet dinner, and tables full of pamphlets, brochures and other valu-
able resource information. If you are struggling with a domestic vio-
lence issue, this is a great opportunity to find out how you can get
the help you need.

Please take this opportunity to find out how you can help put an
end to the devastating cycle of domestic violence. Once again, see
page 5.

And remember, NYCHA provides essential assistance to victims
of domestic violence and their families in a number of ways includ-
ing: the Emergency Transfer Program, which relocates victims; the
Domestic Violence Aftercare Program which assists newly relocated
families with counseling, case-management, safety planning, day care
and after-school programs; the Domestic Violence Intervention, Edu-
cation and Prevention Program, which uses case managers from Safe
Horizon, the nation’s leading nonprofit victim assistance, advocacy
and violence prevention organization, and NYPD Housing Bureau’s
Domestic Violence officers, who conduct outreach and assistance for
victims of domestic violence who reside in NYCHA developments.

For more information on any of these programs, call 311 or
Safe Horizon at 1-800-621-HOPE, or check out NYCHA's website
at nyc.gov/nycha.

Tino Hernandez

(Continued from page 1)
and the third, is CHAS’s alarm
function which alerts supervi-
sors as well as NYCHA's Emer-
gency Services Department, 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
to potential emergency condi-
tions such as flooding, power
loss or abnormally low steam
pressure.

In short, CHAS allows NYCHA
staff to identify and address
potential heat and hot water
problems more quickly, resulting
in more efficient repairs and bet-
ter service to residents. In addi-
tion, CHAS gives NYCHA
managers a great tool that allows
them to more easily identify his-
torical trends and more effec-
tively manage fuel consumption.

“The most important thing is
that CHAS is a really powerful
tool for making sure that service
is maximized while fuel
consumption is minimized,”
Kass said.

Call Center

(Continued from page 1)
telephone call the day before the
appointment to confirm. Cus-
tomer Service Representatives
also follow up after the work is
completed for feedback.

The CCC is just one of a num-
ber of initiatives the Housing
Authority is in the process of
implementing that streamline
operations, improve service, and
save the Housing Authority
money. Based on all of the sur-
veys received so far, customer
satisfaction with the CCC is high.

“NYCHA is really proud of the
CCC,” said Deputy General Man-
ager for Operations Bobby Pod-
more. “The number of ‘Tenant
Not Home’ tickets has dropped
dramatically, residents appear to
be very happy with the program
based on all of the feedback
we've received, and what’s more,
we’ve been able to hire a num-
ber of residents to work as Cus-
tomer Service Representatives.”

The CCC had its one-millionth
call on June 11, 2007. The last
remaining borough, the Bronx, is
expected to go online by the end
of the year.

DEBORAH’S DIARY By Deborah Williams

He Aced that Exam—Bradrick Booker of
Morrisania Houses in the Bronx has his head
in the sky these days because he has passed
one of the toughest union apprentice exams,
the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Local 3 apprenticeship exam. “It was-
n’t as tough as I thought it would be,” Bradrick
said. “I pictured it being more of an aptitude test.
Instead it covered reading comprehension, literacy, writing and
math.” Bradrick said a single flyer hanging on the lobby wall of his
development announcing the Construction Skills 2000 course
changed his life. Once without any future prospects, Bradrick has
now been trained through the International Brotherhood of Painters
and Allied Trades, District 9, in electrical repair, carpentry, plumb-
ing, and painting. On September 11th, he began an algebra class at
LaGuardia Community College that will help him meet the quali-
fications to become a member of the Electrical Workers Local 3. In
addition, Bradrick has received eight specialized certificates
through the Minorities Worker Training (MWT) program in lead
asbestos removal, mold, CPR and First Aid, and hazardous waste
removal. Bradrick said his family is very proud of his accomplish-
ments. “This is a start for me,” he said. “Sometimes | am not sure
I am heading in the right direction but | do know that | owe a lot to
the New York City Housing Authority’s Department of Resident
Employment Services. Maybe when | get a job I will know for sure
that | am doing the right thing.” Well Mr. Booker
I can reassure you that you are doing the right thing. Improving
yourself can only make you a better person and educating your-
self can open the door to many opportunities. So keep doing what
you are doing and that job you want will be within reach. Con-
gratulations on passing the exam and on all your additional
achievements. Remember keep that job search going strong!

Basketball Genius— The young people in Anton Dickerson’s
neighborhood know firsthand that he’s got game and the word trav-
eling around Farragut Houses in Brooklyn is that he’s an upcoming
star. But if neighborhood gossip isn’t enough to convince you of his
talents just stop by Boys and Girls High School in Brooklyn and
take a look at six feet and 150 pounds of pure basketball genius.
According to a July 1st Daily News article, Boys and Girls’ junior
varsity coach Elmer Anderson wasn’t quite convinced at first sight
that Anton was basketball material, but later dismissed those
thoughts when he saw Anton “...put the ball on the floor and it was
like, ohh...my...goodness! We got ourselves a baller.” Anton, at age
15, has the dream of becoming an NBA player, and with an aver-
age of 25.2 points per game he is already making a name for himself
on the basketball court. “He’s just a natural scorer, and could eas-
ily score 24 points without even warming up. Our feeling is he is
going to leave here being one of the most prolific scorers; that’s why
we spent two years grooming him,” said coach Anderson in the
article. Anton has played ball with many community organizations
and in events like the Public School Athletic League’s Champi-
onship Game last season, the W. 4™ Street Tournament in Manhattan,
and the Bronx Tournament at Fordham University, during which his
performance had the audience bouncing in their seats. This year
Anton will try out for the varsity team at Boys and Girls High School
where there’s some strong competition, but he welcomes the chal-
lenge. Anton told reporter Mark Lelinwalla, “I like that | have to
work for what | want here,” and Anton plans to be the best player
that he can be. Anton, it seems folks have recognized your abili-
ties and you have become a prodigy with your own fan club. Keep
that ball bouncing and remember, you can make that 3-point shot
on the court and in the classroom!

Special Note—17d like to extend my congratulations to Reginald
Allen of Douglass Houses in Manhattan who was recently pro-
moted to the rank of Colonel in the U.S. Army. Colonel Allen, |
salute you and congratulate you on your success. | am sure it is
well deserved!

If you have good news you would like to share with your
neighbors, drop me a few lines care of The NYCHA Journal/
250 Broadway, 12th Floor/New York, New York 10007 or by
fax at (212)577-1358, or better yet, you can e-mail me at:
williamd3@nycha.nyc.gov. Or hey, make it personal! Give me a
call at (212)306-4752. 1 can't 100% guarantee it, but I'll do my
best to see that your good news makes it into this column.
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THE NYCHA NOT WANTED LIST

In this issue we continue our editorial policy of publishing the names of
individuals who have been permanently excluded from our public
housing developments. This list is part of NYCHA’ effort to keep
residents informed of the Housing Authority’s ongoing effort to
improve the quality of life for all New Yorkers in public housing and to
allow for the peaceful and safe use of our facilities. Here follows a list
of the people excluded after hearings were held on April 26 and May 3,
10 and 17, 2006. Please note: These exclusions are based on
NYCHA’s Administrative Hearing Process and should not be
confused with the Trespass Notice Program under Mayor
Bloomberg’s Operation Safe Housing Initiative.

REMEMBER,

IF YOU SEE ANY OF THESE INDIVIDUALS ON
HOUSING AUTHORITY PROPERTY, PLEASE CALL
YOUR MANAGEMENT OFFICE OR NYCHA’S
SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT AT (212) 306-8595.

Prohibited as of April 26, 2006

Gregory Massey Case 2531/06 formerly associated with the first
floor of 90 Amsterdam Avenue, Amsterdam
Houses, Manhattan.

Leron Bracy
Chad Bracy

Case 1974/06 formerly associated with the fourth
floor of 427 West 26th Street, Elliott-Chelsea
Houses, Manhattan.

Frank Betts Case 2558/06 formerly associated with the
fifteenth floor of 1430 Amsterdam Avenue,

Manhatttanville Houses, Manhattan.

Prohibited as of May 3, 2006

Ralph Raysor Case 2586/06 formerly associated with the tenth
floor of 37-16 Tenth Avenue, Dyckman Houses,
Manhattan.

Carlos Diaz Case 9251/04 formerly associated with the fifth
floor of 41-07 10th Street, Queensbridge South
Houses, Long Island City.

Swails Case 2583/06 formerly associated with the fifth

McFadden floor of 1435 Harrod Avenue, Bronx River
Houses, the Bronx.

Malik Case 796/06 formerly associated with the

Washington nineteenth floor of 75 La Salle Street,

Grant Houses, Manhattan.

Marvin Sanders  Case 2583/06 formerly associated with the fifth
Mackema Jordan floor of 1435 Harrod Avenue, Bronx River
Romale Felder ~ Houses, the Bronx.

Case 1491/06 formerly associated with the fifth
floor of 31-84 51st Street, Woodside Houses,
Woodside.

Case 2664/06 formerly associated with the ninth
floor of 2225 Lacombe Avenue, Castle Hill
Houses, the Bronx.

Andrew
Seymour, Jr.

Michael Diggins

Prohibited as of May 10, 2006

James Outlaw Case 2785/06 formerly associated with the
ground floor of 555 FDR Drive, Baruch Houses,
Manhattan.

Case 2763/06 formerly associated with the fourth
floor of 353 Kingsborough Walk, Kingsborough
Houses, Brooklyn.

Mark Williams

Chicarl Balkon  Case 2789/06 formerly associated with the
a.ka. Shicarl seventh floor of 1348 Webster Avenue, Butler
Balkom, Houses, the Bronx.

Christopher Balkom

Lleny Cabrera Case 2892/06 formerly associated with the
eleventh floor of 785 Courtlandt Avenue,

Jackson Houses, the Bronx.

Prohibited as of May 17, 2006

Nekeya Brown  Case 2906/06 formerly associated with the
eleventh floor of 21 West 112th Street,
King Towers, Manhattan.

THE CHIEF’'S CORNER

Trick Or Treat: Safety Tips
For Halloween

The New York City Police Department wants to remind you that
Halloween is one of the most enjoyable days of the year for children but
parents should be aware of the potential risks that can affect children
who are not supervised properly. Trick-or-treaters should always have
adult supervision even if they are traveling in a group of friends, to
ensure that the only scary experiences children have are those associ-
ated with the spirit of Halloween. The following recommendations are
for parents and guardians.

* An adult should always examine Halloween treats before children eat

them. Never eat opened or unwrapped Halloween foods.
Housing Bureau Police Chief

» Costumes should be flame-retardant and should allow children to walk
Joanne Jaffe

freely without tripping. Children’s ability to see, hear and move should
not be impaired by unwieldy masks.

» Make certain that any face paint or make-up used on skin or costumes is non-toxic.
« Extra care should be taken on streets and at crossings, especially at dusk and after dark.

« Emergency identification information should be placed discreetly inside clothing of small children, in
case of accidental separation.

« Avoid having children wear their names outwardly on clothing or jewelry, which may allow a stranger to
call them by name and appear to know them.

« As always, children should be cautioned to avoid strangers, as well as poorly lit areas and homes of people
they do not know.

« Halloween treats should be consumed only if they are packaged appropriately. Parents can help protect
their children by making sure that treats are wrapped in their original, unbroken packages—no loose
candy, open glasses or bottles, fresh fruit, or homemade goods.

If after eating a Halloween treat there is evidence that it may have been tampered with, or it has a strange
taste, or if a child feels sick, parents or guardians can call the NYC Health Department’s Poison Control
Center. The Poison Control Center is open 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year, for emergencies and advice
at (212) POISONS (764-7667), (212) VENENOS (836-3667) for Spanish language speakers, or
(212) 689-9014 for TDD users. The National toll free number, 1-800-222-1222, connects to the nearest
poison control center. In case of emergency, dial 911.

Daylight
Saving
Time Ends!

Don’t forget to
turn your clocks
back one hour

at 2:.00 a.m. on
November 4th,
the first Sunday
of November,
when Daylight
Saving Time ends.
It’s a good time
to change the
batteries in your
smoke and carbon
monoxide
detectors too!

P

SONYMA, New York State’s morigage agency, is starting a new Refinancing
Program called “Keep the Dream” to help at-risk families avoid foreclosure
and keep their homes

‘Keep the Dream” is designed for homeowners with adjustable rate,
interest-only or other unconventional mortgages where the interest rate has
just increased or is about Lo increase-creating a financial hardship.

« Owhet-occupied single-family homes, including condos and coops, are
cligible.

* Homeowner education and counseling is required.

* Competitive fixed-rale morigages for 30-year or 40-year terms are available.

« "Keep the Dream™ loans can be as high as $417,000.
SONYM@

THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

For more information, call

1-800-382-HOME (4663)

or visit www.nyhomes.org

PARKING SPACES
AVAILABLE ON NYCHA
PROPERTY; INQUIRE
AT DEVELOPMENT
MANAGEMENT OFFICE.
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Assemblyman Lopez’ 5th
Annual Leadership Lunch

RECOGNIZING RESIDENT LEADERS (left to right) NYCHA Chairman
Tino Hernandez joined Assembly Member Vito Lopez and Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg at the 5th Annual Leadership Recognition
Lunch in Chinatown where they celebrated the passage of the
Shelter Allowance bill into law.

By Deborah Williams

New York City MAYOR MICHAEL R. BLoOMBERG JOINED NEw YORK City Hous-
ING AUTHORITY (NYCHA) CHAIRMAN TINO HERNANDEZ, STATE ASSEMBLY MEM-
BER VITO LOPEZ AND OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS ON AUGUST 29TH TO PAY TRIBUTE
TO BROOKLYN RESIDENT LEADERS AT THE 5TH ANNUAL LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION
LuNcHEON. The lunch, which Assembly Member Lopez hosts each
year for the resident leaders in his district, served as the perfect
opportunity to celebrate the successful passage into law of the Shel-
ter Allowance bill, which was spearheaded by the Assembly Member
and State Senator Andrew Lanza. Hundreds of NYCHA residents
from Hope Gardens, Palmetto, Sumner, Taylor Wythe, Williamsburg,
Marcy, Tompkins and Bushwick Houses gathered at the Jing Fong
Restaurant in Chinatown to celebrate.

“We are putting $2 billion into
public housing when other cities
are shutting their doors on public
housing,” said Mayor Bloomberg
triumphantly. The Mayor praised
Assembly Member Lopez for his
perseverance and dedication to
public housing.

Chairman Hernandez com-
mended the elected officials pre-
sent for their commitment to
public housing. Pointing to the
dais where the Assembly Mem-
ber was seated with Senator
Martin Malave Dilan, and Coun-
cil Members Erik Martin Dilan
and Rosie Mendez, the Chair-
man commented, “These people
don’tjust talk the talk, they walk
the walk.”

He also thanked the resident
leaders for their support and tire-
less efforts, which included a trip
to Albany and a postcard cam-

paign on behalf of public housing.

Senator Dilan commented,
“When the state refused to give
the Housing Authority support we
fought very hard under Vito Lopez
to defeat them and made sure,
on the Senate end, that the Gov-
ernor signed this legislation.”

The mood was festive as
everyone dined on a delicious
meal of Chinese food while chat-
ting with the Chairman, who
stopped at each table to person-
ally thank each resident leader.

The new Shelter Allowance
law raises the amount of money
public housing authorities
receive for residents who
receive public assistance, to an
amount equal to that received
by private landlords. It will bring
millions in additional funding to
the Housing Authority.
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Bringing Spirit and Hope

ladies. She said the junior high
school girls need to have a min-
imum 75 grade average coming
into the team and their acade-
mic progress is checked
throughout the year. “l expect to
see growth and | monitor it. | am
strict when it comes to grades
and how you carry yourself,” she
said.

Keeping up grades has not
been the only challenge for the
young girls on the Diamonds
and Emeralds teams. Ms. Tracy
explained that some young
ladies face financial difficulties
which prevent them from trying
out for the team. “[For the par-
ents] if it’s a choice between
rent and cheerleading, the girls
are going to be out of the pro-
gram.”

The school just recently
started providing funding for
transportation. “Before we were
on the train; it was me and 30
girls.” Ms. Tracy added that the
team misses out on a lot of com-
petitions because they just don’t
have the funds for travel or uni-
forms. In order to compete in the
spring, “l start them out on a
payment plan in October so that
when April rolls around they’re
ready. Not everyone can just
write a check or two for $250,”
Ms. Tracy added.

The expenses can run from
$250 to $500 per cheerleader
for uniforms, sweat suits, com-
petition fees and the variety of
accessories like pom-poms, spe-
cial shoes, dance clothing, bags
and the like. And, according to
Ms. Tracy, this is nowhere near
what the average cost burden
can be to a family. “It may seem
like a lot but it’s nothing com-
pared to what some teams are
paying. | try to keep it afford-
able.”

In the summer the girls attend

(Continued from page 2)

cheer camp, which is also a
great expense. However, this
year Ms. Tracy was able to get
the United Cheerleading Associ-
ation (UCA) to come to P.S. 307
and offer a three-day camp for
the girls where they learned
stunt moves, dance routines and
cheers. “It’s cheaper. It worked
out to $150 per girl. | told them
in May and they were able to pay
in installments.”

But the biggest hurdle is rais-
ing enough funds to take the
girls to the national cheerleading
competition in Florida. “We are
ready to go to nationals but we
can’t afford it.” Plus, the girls
need work in areas such as gym-
nastics, and that type of training
Ms. Tracy said, can be as much
as $300 a week for each cheer-
leader. “We don’t even have the
right type of mats in our school.
Gymnastics mats can cost close
to $5,000.”

Overall, Ms. Tracy said she’s
just doing what comes from the
heart but hopes it inspires oth-
ers to take action in their com-
munities.

“l started in cheerleading
because my daughter wanted to
do this so you can do this too.
We learned by watching tapes. |
took them to college games,
high school games. If | can do it
with nothing, no resources, no
pay, you can do it and we can get
so many girls off the streets and
get them into something positive
after school,” Ms. Tracy said.

“I just want to say to parents
in general just how important it
is to be involved with your chil-
dren. Come out to the school;
get to know your kids’ teachers.
As an educator | know how
important  the  connection
between school and home is.
When that happens nothing can
stop these kids.”

TROPHY MOM Tracy Dickerson at home with some of the trophies
the cheerleading teams she coaches has won.

Get Your Flu Shot

Flu season is near and flu
shots become available this
month. Call your doctor or health care provider to get
your flu shot. Call 311 for the nearest location.

Don’t delay. Protect yourself.
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES
(Part Time = Full Time)

HOME HEALTH AIDES
HHA's/PCA's/CNA's/LIVE-INS
Benefits & Bonuses
FREE HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Call for Class Dates

Queans -(718)-429-5221 Brooklyn - (718)-246-9233
Bronx - (718)-229-0010 Manhattan -(212)-423-1177

UTOPIA HOME CARE, INC.

wowow Lfopialicinacirs com
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FREE or LOW-COST

health coverage from
Fidelis Care.

Family Health Plus, Child Health Plus and
Medicaid are New York State-sponsored health
insurance programs offered by Fidelis Care.

* Choose your own network doctor or pediatrician
* Quality care from hospitals and specialists

* Emergency services, eye care, dental care and more

Health insurance from Fidelis Care provides the benefits of quality
healthcare, and the security of knowing your family is protected. So if

you're a New York State resident and don’t have health insurance, or need

coverage for your child, call Fidelis Care today and see how we can help.

2/

Y 7
FIDELIS CARE"

A "
e, Child Health Plus &
N9RY . BgTg
New York State's Health Plan for Kids

Children under the age of 19

family health
o

Adults ages 19-64

Medicaid

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)

or 1-800-505-5678 for New York Medicaid CHOICE

Proof of age, income and address necessary to enroll.

ATTENTION SENIORS

The New York City Housing Authority
Community Operations
Resident Support Services Department

is pleased to announce the 3rd annual

SENIOR BENEFIT-+ENTITLEMENT FAIR
Take Charge of Your Health

Date: Thursday, October 4, 2007

Time: 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Location: Riverbank State Park

679 Riverside Drive at 145" Street, Manhattan

Learn about and apply for programs
and services that can benefit you.

Call (212) 306-8443 for more information

ENIOR
ENEFIT-
NTITLEMENT

NEW YORK CITY
HOUSING AUTHORITY

Board Meeting Schedule

Notice is hereby given that the New York City Housing
Authority’s Board Meetings take place every other
Wednesday at 10:00 A.M. in the Board Room on the 12th
Floor of 250 Broadway, New York, NY. The remaining
schedule for Calendar Year 2007 is as follows, unless
otherwise noted:

October 2, 2007 (Tuesday)
October 17, 2007

October 31, 2007
November 14, 2007

November 28, 2007 NEW YORK CITY

HOUSING
December 12, 2007 AUTHORITY

December 26, 2007

Any changes to the above mentioned schedule will be
posted on the NYCHA website at nyc.gov/nycha and
in the NYCHA Journal to the extent practicable at a
reasonable time before the meeting.

New York City Police Department
Toll-Free

Terrorism Hotline
Reports May Be Made To:
1-888-NYC-SAFE
1-888-692-7233
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New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation
Generations+/Northern Manhattan Health Network

Renaissance

HLALTIH CARE NETWOREK

Pregnant?
If so, give your baby a head start on a healthy life.
Prenatal Care Clinic
Offering: Comprehensive Prenatal Care Services to women of child bearing age.
OB Services include:
» General Prenatal Care * High Risk Obstetrics
Support Services:
» Walk-in Pregnancy Test —-Monday—Friday 9am to 2pm
* Breastfeeding Education « Laboratory Servicese Social Work Services ¢ Nutritional Counseling

* Financial Counseling/Screening Prenatal Care « Radiology Services
* HIV/STD Screening « Health Education

Assistance Program (PCAP) eligibility/ Medicaid Applications

¢ Embarazada?
iSil Entonces comience por brindar a su bebé una vida saludable.

Clinica prenatal

Ofrece: Servicio prenatal completo a mujeres en edad de tener hijos.

Servicio de Obstetricia:
 Atencion prenatal general « Embarazos de alto riesgo
Servicios de apoyo:
* Examen de embarazo, sin cita previa de lunes a viernes de 9am a 2pm
« Educacion sobre como amamantar  Servicios de laboratorio Servicios sociales
» Consejos sobre nutricién « Consejeria financiera/Atencion de cuidado prenatal « Servicios de Radiologia
* Pruebas para diagnosticar el SIDA/ ETS < Educacion sobre la salud

Programa de ayuda y aplicaciones para el PCAP Medicaid disponibles

Renaissance Sydenham Health Center ~ 215 West 125th Street. New York, NY. 212-932-6500
Health Care Dyckman Health Center ~ 175 Nagle Ave. New York, NY. 212-544-2001
Network Drew Health Center ~ 2698 Frederick Douglas Boulevard. New York, NY. 212-939-8950

Locations in your | Grant Health Center ~ 3170 Broadway. New York, NY. 212-678-8420
community Lenox Health Center ~ 115 West 116th Street. New York, NY. 212-961-5740
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MENSAJE DEL PRESIDENTE

La Violencia Domestica y Sus
Efectos en los Nifos y Jovenes

OCTUBRE ES EL MES DE LA CONCIEN-
TIZACION NACIONAL SOBRE LA VIO-
LENCIA DOMESTICA. CADA ARNO LA
AUTORIDAD DE LA VIVIENDA DE LA
CiupaDp DE NUEVA YORK (NYCHA
SIGLAS EN INGLES) presenta una serie
de conferencias durante el mes de
octubre las cuales estan disefiadas
para elevar la consciencia de los res-
identes en cuanto a la importancia
de este asunto tan doloroso. Este afio
las conferencias se titulan “Violen-
cia Domestica: Sus Efectos en los

Nifios y en los Jovenes” (Domestic
Violence: Its Effect on Children and Youth). Una conferencia se lle-
vard a cabo en un Centro Comunitario de NYCHA en cada condado
la semana del 22 de octubre en noches consecutivas. Le exhorto a
todos los residentes interesados a asistir. Vea el anuncio en la pagina 5
para informacién sobre como inscribirse.

La exposicion a la violencia domestica tiene repercusiones negati-
vas significantes en el desarrollo social, emocional, y académico de
los nifios. Los efectos trauméticos han sido extensamente reportados
y estudiados. El nifio no tiene que sentir la violencia directamente
para ser afectado, el solo ser testigo es suficiente para causarles dafio.

Las conferencias de este afio son especialmente apropiadas para
nifios asi que les invito a traer sus nifios. Junto a las actividades espe-
ciales planeadas para los nifios, la noche incluira discusiones en
grupo y presentaciones, una pequefia actuacion por el grupo sin fines
de lucro “FACES?”, una cena estilo buffet y mesas repletas de panfle-
tos, folletos y otros recursos informativos. Si usted esta luchando con
un problema de violencia domestica, ésta es una gran oportunidad
para averiguar como puede obtener la ayuda que necesita.

Por favor tome esta oportunidad para informarse sobre como usted
puede ayudar a ponerle un fin al ciclo devastador de la violencia
domestica. Nuevamente vea la pagina 5.

Y recuerde, NYCHA provee asistencia esencial para victimas de
violencia domestica y sus familias en varias maneras que incluyen: el
Emergency Transfer Program, un programa que traslada a las victi-
mas a otros residenciales o condados para su seguridad; el Domestic
Violence Aftercare Program, el cual provee servicios de consejeria,
manejo de caso, planificacion para la seguridad, y programas de
cuidado infantil y para después de la escuela; el Domestic Violence
Intervention, Education and Prevention Program, un programa que a
través de trabajadores sociales de la organizacién Safe Horizon y ofi-
ciales del Bur6 de Policias de la Vivienda del Departamento de
Policias de la Ciudad de Nueva York, ofrece servicios de alcance y
asistencia a las victimas de violencia domestica que viven en los res-
idenciales de NYCHA.

Para més informacion sobre cualquiera de estos programas,
llame al 311 o a la organizacién Safe Horizon al 1-800-621-
HOPE, o visite la paginaWeb de NYCHA en el nyc.gov/nycha.

Tino Hernandez

Sistema CHAS

(continuado de la pagina 1)

De acuerdo al Director de
Energia para la Autoridad de
Viviendas, Lloyd Kass, existen
tres aspectos principales del
CHAS que lo hace tan valioso. El
primero es que CHAS le da la
habilidad al personal de NYCHA
de ver los paneles para el control
de las calderas desde una local-
idad remota. El segundo es la
habilidad de monitorear las valvu-
las de zonas las cuales controlan
la cantidad de vapor que se

emite en cada edificio individual
para proveer calefaccion. El ter-
cero es la funcién de alarma del
CHAS que alerta a los supervi-
sores al igual que al Departa-
mento de  Servicios de
Emergencia de NYCHA, 24 horas
al dia, siete dias a la semana,
sobre condiciones que puedan
ser emergencias como inunda-
ciones, perdida de electricidad o
presion de vapor anormalmente
baja.

En resumen, el CHAS le per-
mite al personal de NYCHA iden-
tificar y tratar posibles problemas
de calefaccion y agua caliente

Central de
Llamadas

(continuado de la pagina 1)
asuntos de reparaciones
recibiran citas a su convenien-
cia. Un residente que ha hecho
una cita para arreglos recibira
una confirmacion por teléfono un
dia antes de su cita. Los Repre-
sentantes de Servicio al Cliente
también contactaran a los resi-
dentes después de la cita para
asegurarse de que el trabajo fue
completado.

El CCC es s6lo una de las ini-
ciativas que la Autoridad de la
Vivienda estéa en el proceso de
implementar que modernizara las
operaciones, mejorara el servicio
y le ahorrara dinero. Basado en
todos los sondeos que se han
recibido hasta ahora, la satisfac-
ci6n del cliente con el CCC es alta.

“En NYCHA estamos bien
orgullosos del CCC”, dijo el Sub-
gerente General de Operaciones
Bobby Podmore. “El nimero de
ordenes de trabajo que no se
han llenado porque el residente
no esta en casa a disminuido
dramaticamente, los residentes
parecen estar muy felices con el
programa segun los comentarios
que hemos recibido, y lo que es
mas, hemos podido emplear un
ndmero de residentes para que
trabajen como Representantes
de Servicio al Cliente”.

Para el 11 de junio del 2007,
el CCC recibi6é un millén de lla-
madas. El Bronx es el Gltimo con-
dado que se espera anadir al CCC
para finales del préximo ano.

LLAME AL

311 PARA

SERVICIOS
EN LA CIUDAD

DE NUEVA YORK
QUE NO SEAN
EMERGENCIAS

mas rapido, lo cual resulta en
reparaciones mas eficientes y
mejor servicio para los resi-
dentes.

Ademas, CHAS le da a los
supervisores de NYCHA una her-
ramienta magnifica que les per-
mite identificar las tendencias
pasadas y manejar de manera
mas efectiva el consumo de com-
bustible.

“Lo mas importante es que
CHAS es una herramienta bien
poderosa para asegurar que el
servicio aumente mientras el
consumo de combustible se
reduce”, dijo el Senor Kass.

EL DIARIO DE DEBORAH Por Deborah Williams

Recibi¢ la Calificacion Mas Alta en el Exa-

men—Estos dias Bradrick Booker del

residencial Morrisania Houses en el Bronx

tiene la cabeza en las nubes porque aprobd

uno de los examenes mas dificiles para apren-

dices de los sindicatos. “No fue tan dificil como

pensaba”, dijo Bradrick. “Yo me lo imaginé como

una prueba de aptitud. En cambio fue un examen de
entendimiento de lectura, alfabetizacion, escritura, y matematicas”.

Bradrick dijo que un volante pegado en la pared del vestibulo de su
residencial que anunciaba el curso de Construction Skills 2000 le
cambio lavida. Una vez Bradrick no tenia planes para el futuro pero
ahora ha sido entrenado por el sindicato International Brotherhood
of Painters and Allied Trades, District 9, en reparaciones eléctricas,
carpinteria, plomeria, y pintura. El 11 de septiembre él empez6 a
tomar una clase de algebra en el colegio LaGuardia Community
College que le ayudara a calificar para convertirse en miembro del
sindicato para electricistas Local 3. Ademas, Bradrick ha recibido
ocho certificados de especializacion a través del programa Minori-
ties Worker Training (MWT siglas en inglés) en remocion de
asbestos y plomo, moho, CPR y Primeros Auxilios, y remocion de
materiales peligrosos. Bradrick dijo que su familia esta muy orgul-
losa de sus logros. “Este es el comienzo para mi”, dijo él. “A veces
no estoy seguro si estoy en el camino correcto pero si se que le
agradezco mucho al Departamento de Servicios de Empleo para
Residentes de NYCHA. Talvez cuando ya esté trabajando sabré que
estoy haciendo lo correcto”. Bueno Sefior Booker yo le puedo ase-
gurar que usted estd haciendo lo correcto. El superarse lo
convertira en mejor personay el educarse le puede abrir las puer-
tas a muchas oportunidades. Debido que siga haciendo lo que esta
haciendo y ese empleo que desea estara a su alcance. Felicita-
ciones por aprobar el examen y por todos sus otros logros
adicionales. jRecuerde manténgase enfocado en su busqueda de
trabajo!

Genio de Baloncesto— Los jovenes en la comunidad de Anton
Dickerson saben que él tiene una habilidad superior en el juego de
baloncesto y lo que se escucha en el residencial Farragut Houses en
Brooklyn es que él va rumbo al estrellato. Pero si los comentarios
en el barrio no son suficientes para convencerlos de sus talentos
entonces pase por la escuela secundaria Boys and Girls High
School en Brooklyn para que vea seis pies y 150 libras de puro
genio de baloncesto. Segin un articulo del periddico Daily News
del 1ro de julio, el entrenador del equipo ‘junior varsity’ de la
escuela Boys and Girls, EImer Anderson, no estuvo convencido
desde el principio de que Anton daba para jugar baloncesto pero
luego abandond esos pensamientos cuando vio a Anton j“poner la
pelota en el suelo y me dije, ohh...Dios mié! Tenemos un jugador”.
Anton tiene 15 afios y tiene suefios de convertirse en un jugador
profesional de la NBA 'y con un promedio de 25.2 puntos por juego,
él ya esta creando una reputacion en la cancha de baloncesto. “El
tiene la habilidad natural de marcar puntos y puede facilmente mar-
car 24 puntos sin calentamiento. Nuestro pensar es que él va salir
de aqui siendo uno de los jugadores més prolifico por eso pasamos
dos afios preparandolo”, dijo el entrenador Anderson en el articulo.
Anton ha jugado baloncesto con muchas organizaciones comuni-
tarias y en eventos como la liga escolar Public School Athletic
League Championship Game durante la pasada temporada, el tor-
neo West 4th Street Tournament en Manhattan, y el torneo de El
Bronx en Fordham University, donde su desempefio mantuvo a la
audiencia en la orilla de sus asientos. Este afio Anton hara una
prueba para ingresar al equipo ‘varsity’ de su escuela donde se
enfrentard a competidores fuertes pero €l acepta el reto. Anton le
dijo al reportero Mark Lelinwalla “Me gusta saber que tengo que
trabajar por lo que quiero aqui”, y Anton planea ser el mejor
jugador posible. Anton, parece que mucha gente se ha dado
cuenta de tus habilidades y tu te has convertido en un prodigio
con tu propio club de fanaticos. jMantén esa pelota rebotando y
recuerda que puedes alcanzar esos tres puntos en la canchay en
el saldn de clase!

Nota Especial — Me gustaria felicitar a Reginald Allen del residen-
cial Douglass Houses en Manhattan quien fue promovido reciente-
mente al rango de Coronel en el Army de los Estados Unidos.
jCoronel Allen lo saludo y lo felicito por su éxito. Estoy segura que
es bien merecido!
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“Ms. Tracy”

(continuado de la pagina 2)
explicé que algunas ninas
enfrentan dificultades financieras
que les impide audicionar para
los equipos. “[Para los padres] si
es una decision entre pagar la
renta 0 el equipo de porris-
tas...las ninas se verian fuera
del programa”.

Recientemente, la escuela
empezd a proveer fondos para la
transportacion local de los
equipos. “Antes nosotros nos
montabamos en el tren, éramos
30 ninas y yo”. Ms. Tracy anadio
que los equipos pierden muchas
competencias porque no tienen
el dinero para cubrir gastos para
viajes o uniformes. Para poder
competir en la primavera “Yo las
pongo en un plan de pago en
octubre para que cuando llegue
abril estén listas. No todo el
mundo puede hacer un cheque
o dos por $250 délares”, anadio
Ms. Tracy.

Los gastos pueden ser de
entre los $250 a $500 ddlares
por cada porrista para uni-
formes, sudaderos, cuotas de
competencias, y la variedad de
accesorios como ramos o
madronos, zapatos especiales,
atuendos de baile, bolsos, etc.
Y, segln Ms. Tracy esto ni se
acerca al costo promedio que
muchas familias pagan para que
sus hijas puedan participar en
dicha actividad. “Puede parecer
mucho pero es nada comparado
a lo que gastan muchos equipos.
Yo trato de mantener todo a un
nivel asequible”.

En el verano las ninas partici-
pan en un campamento para por-
ristas, el cual es otro gasto
mayor. Pero, este ano Ms. Tracy
logré que la asociacion de por-
ristas United Cheerleading Asso-
ciation (UCA siglas en inglés)
viniera a la escuela P.S. 307
para ofrecer un campamento de
tres dias donde las ninas
aprendieron movimientos de
acrobacia, bailes, y rutinas de

vitoreo para animar. “Es mas
barato. Nos salio en $150
délares por cada nina. Yo se los
dije en mayo y pudieron ir
pagando a plazo”.

Pero el obstaculo mas grande
es reunir los fondos suficientes
para llevar a las ninas a la com-
petencia nacional en la Florida.
“Estamos preparadas para ir a
la competencia nacional pero no
tenemos los recursos”. Ademas,
las ninas necesitan preparacién
en areas como la gimnasia y ese
tipo de entrenamiento dijo Ms.
Tracy puede costar hasta $300
délares por semana por cada
porrista. “Nosotros ni siquiera
tenemos las colchonetas ade-
cuadas en nuestra escuela. Las
colchonetas para la gimnasia
pueden costar hasta $5.000
dolares”.

En general, Ms. Tracy dijo que
ella sélo estéa haciendo lo que le
sale del corazdn pero espera que
eso les sirva de inspiracion a
otras personas para que tomen
accioén en sus comunidades. “Yo
empecé a entrenar a las porris-
tas porque mi hija queria partic-
ipar en esto asi es que usted
también lo puede hacer.
Nosotros aprendimos viendo
videos. Yo las llevé a juegos uni-
versitarios y de escuela secun-
daria [para ver otros grupos de
porristas]. Si yo lo puedo hacer
sin nada, sin recursos, sin pago,
usted lo puede hacer y asi
podremos sacar a tantas jovenci-
tas de las calles y ponerlas
hacer algo positivo después de
la escuela”, dijo Ms. Tracy.

“Sélo quiero decirles a los
padres en general lo importante
que es involucrarse en las activi-
dades de sus hijos. Vayan a la
escuela, conozca a los maestros
de sus hijos. Como educadora
yo reconozco lo importante que
es la conexion entre la escuela
y el hogar. Cuando se da esta
conexion nada puede obstac-
ulizar el progreso de estos
ninos”.

MAMA DE TROFEO Tracy Dickerson en su hogar con algunos de los
trofeos que han ganado los equipos de porristas que ella entrena.

EL RINCON DE LA JEFA

Consejos para la Seguridad durante
el Dia de las Brujas (Halloween)

El Departamento de Policias de la Ciudad de Nueva York (NYPD siglas
en inglés) quiere recordarles que el Dia de las Brujas (Halloween) es
uno de los dias més divertidos de todo el afio para los nifios pero los
padres deben estar al tanto de los peligros que pueden afectar a los nifios
sin la supervision adecuada. Los nifios que salgan a pedir dulces siempre
deben tener la supervision de un adulto adn si andan con un grupo de
amigos para asegurarse de que la Gnica experiencia espantosa que pasen
sean las que estan asociadas con el espiritu del Dia de las Brujas. Las
siguientes recomendaciones son para los padres.

 Un adulto siempre debe inspeccionar los dulces antes de ser consumi-
dos por los nifios. Nunca coma dulces u otras comidas que estén abier-
tas o sin envolver.

Jefa del Burd de Policias de
la Vivienda, Joanne Jaffe

« Los disfraces deben ser anti-inflamables y deben permitir que los
nifios caminen sin dificultades. Las mascaras que acompafian algunos disfraces no deben bloquear la vista
o0 el movimiento del nifio ni su habilidad para escuchar.

* Asegurese que las pinturas 0 maquillajes para la cara no sean toxicos.
« Deben tener mucho cuidado al cruzar las calles, especialmente durante el atardecer y la noche.

« Informacion de identidad se debe colocar discretamente dentro de la ropa de nifios pequefios por si se lle-
gan a separar accidentalmente.

« Evite dejar que los nifios anden con sus nombres colocados por fuera de la ropa o en joyas, el cual puede
permitir que un extrafio lo Ilame por su nombre y actle como que conoce al nifio.

» Como siempre, a los nifios se les debe aconsejar evitar a gente extrafia, areas sin iluminacion adecuada, y
hogares de gente que no conocen.

« Los dulces u otros articulos del Dia de las Brujas sélo se deben consumir si estan envueltos apropiada-
mente. Los padres pueden ayudar a proteger a sus hijos asegurandose de que los dulces estén en su
envoltura original y en paquetes sin romper. No deben consumir dulces sin envoltura, o de botellas abier-
tas, frutas o articulos hechos a mano.

Si después de comer algin dulce del Dia de las Brujas (Halloween) existe evidencia de que ha sido contam-
inado o tiene un sabor raro o si un nifio se siente enfermo, los padres pueden llamar al Centro sobre el Con-
trol de Envenenamiento de la Ciudad de Nueva York. Este Centro esta abierto las 24 horas del dia, 365 dias
del afio, para emergencias y consejos en el (212) VENENOS (836-3667) en espafiol 0 (212) 689-9014 para
usuarios de TDD. El nimero de teléfono nacional es 1-800-222-1222 y le conecta al centro de control de
envenenamiento mas cercano a usted. En caso de una emergencia, llame al 911.

La Autoridad de la Vivienda de la Ciudad de Nueva York
Agenda para las Reuniones de la Junta Ejecutiva

Aviso: Las Reuniones de la Junta Ejecutiva de la Autoridad de la Vivienda de la Ciudad de
Nueva York se llevan a cabo cada dos semanas los miércoles a las 10 AM en el salon de
juntas en el Piso 12 del 250 de Broadway, New York, NY. Las fechas de reuniones para el
resto del afio 2007 son las siguientes, a no ser que se le informe lo contrario:

2 de octubre del 2007

17 de octubre del 2007
31 de octubre del 2007
14 de noviembre del 2007

28 de noviembre del 2007
12 de diciembre del 2007
26 de diciembre del 2007

HOUSING
AUTHORITY

Cualquier cambio a la agenda de arriba sera anunciado en la pagina de Internet de
NYCHA en el nyc.gov/nycha y en el Periddico de NYCHA a la medida que sea viable
con suficiente tiempo antes de la reunion.

Obtenga la Vacuna
contra la Influenza

La temporada de la influenza

0 “flu” esta cerca y las vacunas contra el flu estaran
disponibles éste mes. Llame a su doctor o proveedor
de servicios de salud para obtener su vacuna.

Llame al 311 para la localidad mas cercana a usted.
No espere. Protéjase.
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La Quinta Celebracion del
Almuerzo de Liderazgo del
Asambleista Lopez

RECONOCIENDO A LOS LIDERES RESIDENTES (de izquierda a
derecha) El Presidente de NYCHA Tino Hernandez se uni6 al Asam-
bleista Vito Lopez y al Alcalde Michael R. Bloomberg en la 5ta Cele-
bracion del Aimuerzo para el Reconocimiento del Liderazgo en el
area de Chinatown donde celebraron la aprobacion del proyecto de
ley de Asignacion para Albergue (Shelter Allowance).

Por Deborah Williams
EL ALcALDE DE LA CiubAD DE NUEVA YORK MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG SE UNIO AL
PRESIDENTE DE LA AUTORIDAD DE LA VIVIENDA DE LA CIUDAD DE NUEVA YORK
(NYCHA) TiNno HERNANDEZ, AL ASAMBLEISTA ESTATAL VITO LOPEZ Y A OTROS OFI-
CIALES ELECTOS EL 29 DE AGOSTO PARA DAR TRIBUTO A LOS LIDERES RESIDENTES
DE BROOKLYN DURANTE LA 5TA CELEBRACION DEL ALMUERZO PARA EL
RecoNocIMIENTO DE LIDERAZGO. El almuerzo, el cual es ofrecido por el
Asambleista Lopez para los lideres residentes en su distrito, sirvié
como la oportunidad perfecta para celebrar la aprobacion del
proyecto de ley de Asignacion para Albergue el cual fue encabezado
por el Asambleista y el Senador Estatal Andrew Lanza. Cientos de
residentes de NYCHA de los residenciales Hope Gardens, Palmetto,
Sumner, Taylor Wythe, Williamsburg, Marcy, Tompkins y Bushwick

Houses se congregaron en el la vivienda puablica.

restaurante Jing Fong en el area
de Chinatown para celebrar.
“Estamos poniendo $2 bil-
lones de doblares hacia la
vivienda publica cuando otras
ciudades les estan cerrando sus
puertas”, dijo el Alcalde
Bloomberg triunfalmente. El
Alcalde alab6é al Asambleista
Lopez por su perseverancia y
dedicacion a la vivienda publica.
El Presidente Hernandez
aplaudié el compromiso con la
vivienda publica que los otros ofi-
ciales electos han demostrado.
Mientras se dirigia al estrado
donde se encontraba el Asam-
bleista sentado al lado del
Senador Martin Malave Dilan y
los Concejales Eric Martin Dilan
y Rosie Mendez, el Senor Her-
nandez dijo “estas personas no
s6lo hablan sino toman accion”.
El Senor Hernandez también
agradecio los esfuerzos incans-
ables y el apoyo de los lideres
residentes, el cual incluyé un
viaje a Albany y una campana de
tarjetas postales en nombre de

El Senador Dilan dijo “Cuando
el estado se negb a darle apoyo
a la Autoridad de la Vivienda,
nosotros peleamos fuertemente
bajo el liderazgo de Vito Lopez
para vencerlos y nos asegu-
ramos en el Senado de
que el Gobernador firmara la
legislacion”.

El animo durante el evento fue
festivo mientras todos almorza-
ban deliciosa comida china mien-
tras conversaban con el
Presidente Hernandez, quien
visitdé cada mesa para personal-
mente agradecerle a cada lider
de residentes.

La nueva ley de Asignacion
para Albergue aumenta la canti-
dad de dinero que reciben las
autoridades de vivienda publica
por residentes que reciben ben-
eficios publicos a una cantidad
igual a la que reciben los arren-
dadores privados. Esto le traera
a la Autoridad de la Vivienda
millones de ddlares en fondos
adicionales.

iSe Termina
el Horario
de Verano!

No se olvide
atrasar su reloj por
una hora a las 2:00
AM el 4 de noviem-
bre, el primer
domingo del mes
de noviembre
cuando oficial-
mente se termina
el horario de ver-
ano. jEsta es una
buena oportu-
nidad para cam-
biarle las baterias
a su detector de
humo y su detec-
tor de monoéxido
carbono!

P
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