
 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 01 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: 360 Ninth Avenue Corp.  11 
 d/b/a Stage Door Delicatessen 12 
 360 9th Avenue (30/31) 13 
 14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 

 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a new Restaurant Wine & Beer License 17 
application for Stage Door Delicatessen –360 9th Avenue (30/31), unless the attached stipulations, 18 
agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this establishment with a 19 
capacity of 74; 17 tables; 62 seats. 20 
 21 
Sincerely, 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 26 
 27 























 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 02 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: TD 601 LLC  11 
 d/b/a Taqueria Diana 12 
 601 6th Avenue (17/18) 13 
 14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 

 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a new Restaurant Wine & Beer License 17 
application for TD 601 LLC. d/b/a Taqueria Diana – 601 6th Avenue (17/18), unless the attached 18 
stipulations, agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this 19 
establishment with a capacity of 75; 6 tables; 19 seats; 1 service bar. 20 
 21 
Sincerely, 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 26 
 27 





















 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 03 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: Shigemitsu New York, Inc. 11 
 d/b/a HARBS 12 
 198 9th Avenue (22) 13 
 14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 

 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a New Restaurant Wine & Beer License 17 
application for Shigemitsu New York, Inc. d/b/a HABRS – 198 9th Avenue (22), unless the attached 18 
stipulations, agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this 19 
establishment with a capacity of 73; 30 tables; and 53 seats. 20 
 21 
Sincerely, 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 26 
 27 

















 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 4 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: Milk and Hops 2 LLC 11 
 365 W. 20th Street (8/9) 12 
 13 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 14 

 15 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a New Beer License application for 16 
Milk and Hops LLC – 365 W. 20th Street (8/9), unless the attached stipulations, agreed to and signed by 17 
the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this establishment with a capacity of 72; 5 tables; 18 
25 seats, and 1 Stand-Up Bar with 5 seats . 19 
 20 
Sincerely, 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 25 
 26 

















 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 5 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: Deepchhaya Inc. 11 
 334 W. 37th Street (8/9) 12 
 13 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 14 

 15 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a New Beer License application for 16 
Deepchhaya Inc. – 334 W. 37th Street (8/9), unless the attached stipulations, agreed to and signed by the 17 
applicant, are part of the method of operation for this establishment with a capacity of less than 75; 2 18 
tables; and 10 seats. 19 
 20 
Sincerely, 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 25 
 26 















 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 6 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: Haru Hell’s Kitchen Corp. 11 
 d/b/a Haru 12 
 859 9th Avenue (55/56) 13 
 14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 

 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a New On-Premise Liquor License 17 
application for Haru Hell’s Kitchen Corp. d/b/a Haru – 859 9th Avenue (55/56), unless the attached 18 
stipulations, agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this 19 
establishment with a capacity of 65; 9 tables; 65 seats and 1 Stand-Up Bar with 18 seats. 20 
 21 
Sincerely, 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 26 
 27 















 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 7 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: 333 West Penn Associates, LLC  11 
 d/b/a Shipping & Receiving 12 
 333 W. 33rd Street (33/9) 13 
 14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 

 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a New Restaurant Wine and Beer 17 
License application for 333 West Penn Associates, LLC d/b/a Shipping & Receiving – 333 W. 33rd 18 
Street (33/9), unless the attached stipulations, agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the 19 
method of operation for this establishment with a capacity of 300; 15 tables; 84 seats and 1 Stand-Up 20 
Bar with no seats 21 
 22 
Sincerely, 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 27 
 28 























 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 8 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: An Entity to be formed by Josh Berkowitz 11 
 85 10th Avenue (15/16) 12 
 13 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 14 

 15 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a New On-Premise Liquor License 16 
application for An Entity to be formed Josh Berkowitz – 85 10th Avenue (15/16), unless the attached 17 
stipulations, agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this 18 
establishment with a capacity of 74; 17 tables; 47 seats and 1 Stand-Up Bar with 11 seats. 19 
 20 
Sincerely, 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 25 
 26 



















 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 9 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: 741 Eighth Avenue Owners, LLC 11 
 d/b/a Riu Hotel Plaza New York Times Square 12 
 741 8th Avenue (46/47) 13 
 14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 

 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a New On-Premise Liquor License 17 
application for 741 Eighth Avenue Owners, LLC d/b/a Riu Hotel Plaza New York Times Square – 741 18 
8th Avenue (46/47), unless the attached stipulations, agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of 19 
the method of operation for this establishment with a restaurant capacity of 179; 40 tables; 102 seats and 20 
43 lobby seats, and 2 Stand-Up Bars with 11 seats, and an Outdoor capacity of 85, 12 tables plus 4 low 21 
tables and 52 seats. 22 
 23 
Sincerely, 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 28 
 29 























































 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 10 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: Zonea Food & Beverage Inc.  11 
 d/b/a BEA 12 
 403 W. 43rd Street (9/10) 13 
 14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 

 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of an Alteration On-Premise Liquor 17 
License application for Zonea Food & Beverage Inc. d/b/a BEA – 403 W. 43rd Street (9/10), unless the 18 
attached stipulations, agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this 19 
establishment with a capacity of 128; 26 tables; 84 seats, and 1 Stand-Up Bars with 16 seats. 20 
 21 
Sincerely, 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 26 
 27 



















 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 11 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015  3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: Moxy Restaurant Associates Inc. 11 
 d/b/a Smithfield Hall 12 
 138 W 25th Street (6/7) 13 
 14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 

 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a new on-premise liquor license 17 
application for Moxy Restaurant Associates Inc. d/b/a Smithfield Hall – 138 W 25th Street (6/7), unless 18 
the attached stipulations, agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for 19 
this establishment with a capacity of 239; 30 tables; 175 seats; 1 stand-up bar with 59 seats. 20 
 21 
Sincerely, 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 26 
 27 



















 

 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
Business License & Permits Committee    Item #: 11 - RATIFIED 9 
 10 
August 14, 2015 11 
 12 
Vincent G. Bradley 13 
Chairman 14 
New York State Liquor Authority 15 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 16 
Albany, New York 12210  17 
 18 
Re: 9th Avenue Saloon  19 
 d/b/a Rudy’s Bar and Grill 20 
 627 9th Avenue (44/45) 21 
  22 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 23 

 24 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of the application for an alteration to 25 
the existing On-Premise license to expand the use of the rear yard of Rudy’s Bar and Grill from its 26 
originally approved operation.  The applicant came before the Business License and Permits 27 
Committee of MCB4 (BLP) on August 11 and adamantly refused to incorporate any of the 28 
stipulations to its operating procedures requested by the community and suggested by members of 29 
the committee.  It should be emphasized here that this application for an alteration asking for the 30 
use of the rear yard with 11 tables and 66 seats closing at 4 am is based on how the applicant is 31 
operating at this moment beyond the current scope of its license. 32 
 33 
If the SLA were to approve this application to legalize the use of the backyard for 66 seats in the 34 
face of community opposition, the committee would want the number of tables to remain at the 35 
level accepted in the original license granted in 1992, 8 tables and 28 seats; and would want the 36 
rear yard to operate only until 10 pm Sunday through Thursday and until 11 pm Friday and 37 
Saturday.  These hours are consistent with MCB4’s rear yard use guidelines developed after 38 
disastrous experiments caused numerous sleepless nights for our hard working families.  They 39 
balance the business needs and the quality of life in our neighborhoods and have been adopted, 40 
when warranted, by the overwhelming majority of licensed establishments in our neighborhoods.  41 
Additionally we would not permit the use of amplified sound and would want only dim downward 42 
facing lighting.  Standing patrons would not be allowed the use of the rear yard, only those seated 43 
in the properly allocated available seats. 44 
 45 
We stress that Rudy’s never previously submitted an application to expand the capacity of its rear 46 
yard to MCB4 (and, to the best of our knowledge, to the SLA) – neither at the time of the 47 
expansion nor at any time since.  Notably, the renewal applications submitted by Rudy’s are 48 
inconsistent in their disclosure of any use of the rear yard.  Although Rudy’s 2012 application 49 
checks the appropriate box indicating that the license extends to outdoor space, neither the 2014 50 
renewal nor the 2010 renewal (the only other renewals in MCB4’s files) acknowledges that the 51 
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license extends to outdoor space.  Given this checkered history of regulatory submissions, MCB4 52 
believes that a full consideration of the effects of the rear yard on the surrounding community is 53 
warranted. 54 
 55 
Because of complaints from residents to MCB4 and a large number of 311 calls, Rudy’s recently 56 
appeared before the board’s Quality of Life Committee (QoL).  Rudy’s rear yard is located in a 57 
block long of communicating yards with about 400 residential bedroom windows all facing the 58 
space.  The noise travels and reverberates all along this shared space, otherwise designated as the 59 
quiet side of the adjacent residences. At the QoL meeting a narrative unfolded of noise levels in 60 
excess of 45 decibels late into the night preventing sleep and the use of adjacent residential 61 
backyards for personal relaxation.  Because of all the activity in Rudy’s rear yard, neighbors find it 62 
difficult to concentrate on the ordinary tasks of living and working within the confines of their own 63 
homes.  Residents described a scene of raucous activity that for some was visually intrusive into 64 
their apartments (those living at ground level or slightly above) and for others overwhelmingly 65 
noisy to the point where they had to retreat to different rooms to gain some semblance of quiet and 66 
privacy.  67 
 68 
Before the BLP at its meeting on August 11 residents of apartments adjacent to the rear yard as 69 
well as homeowners and members of surrounding block associations stated their overwhelming 70 
opposition to Rudy’s expanded use to late hours.  They objected to any potential increase in the 71 
noise generated by this expansion.  As it is now and described at the QoL meeting, the noise levels 72 
prevent many of Rudy’s neighbors from enjoying quality living in their homes.  The applicant 73 
actually did concede in conversation before the committee that it had difficulty maintaining low 74 
sound levels in the rear yard.   75 
 76 
Rudy’s Bar and Grill is a Hell’s Kitchen institution and a neighborhood business with deep 77 
connections to the community over generations.  The board and community would like to support 78 
its continued profitable operation.  In fact our community board has created a working group to 79 
explore ways to assist small businesses to grow and thrive in our community.  But a business 80 
expansion cannot be based on violating the noise regulations of New York City on a daily basis and 81 
preventing hundreds of people from the healthful and private use of their homes and apartments.   82 
 83 
Accordingly, MCB4 recommends denial of this alteration to an existing On-Premise license 84 
application.  This recommendation is subject to ratification by the Board at its September 2, 2015 85 
meeting.  It is being sent in advance for your information in order to meet the license alteration 86 
process deadline. 87 
 88 
Thank you for your attention and cooperation with this application.  89 
 90 
 91 
Sincerely, 92 

          [signed 8/14/15]           93 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 94 
  95 



 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 13 -RATIFIED 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015 3 
 4 
Julie Menin 5 
Commissioner 6 
Department of Consumer Affairs 7 
42 Broadway 8 
New York, NY 10004 9 
 10 
Re: Fonda of Chelsea LLC.  11 
 d/b/a Fonda 12 
 Sidewalk Café License/Application #:  9481-2015-ASWC 13 
 189 9th Avenue (21/22) 14 
 15 
Dear Ms. Menin: 16 

  17 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of a new Unenclosed Sidewalk Cafe 18 
License application for Fonda – 189 9th Avenue (21/22), unless the attached stipulations, agreed to and 19 
signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this establishment with 3 tables for 6 20 
seats. 21 
 22 
Sincerely, 23 
 24 
 25 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 26 















*This recommendation is subject to ratification by the Full Board at its September 2, 2015 meeting.  
It is being sent in advance for your information in order to meet the deadline. 
 

 

 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
Business License & Permits Committee    Item #: 14 - RATIFIED 9 
 10 
August 28, 2015 11 
 12 
Julie Menin 13 
Commissioner 14 
Department of Consumer Affairs 15 
42 Broadway 16 
New York, NY 10004 17 
 18 
Re: 787 Eighth Ave Corp  19 
 d/b/a Brazil Grill 20 
 Sidewalk Café License/Application #:  9876-2015-ASWC 21 
 787 8th Avenue (48th Street) 22 
 23 
Dear Ms. Menin: 24 

  25 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of an unenclosed sidewalk 26 
café permit for 787 Eighth Ave Corp d/b/a Brazil Grill.  MCB4 believes that a sidewalk 27 
café here would impede pedestrian traffic and have a detrimental effect on residential 28 
quality of life on this narrow, residential side street. 29 
 30 
This establishment is located on the corner of Eighth Avenue and West 48th Street (with 31 
frontage on both the street and the avenue), an exceedingly busy and congested corner in 32 
the heart of the theatre district that is constantly thronged with tourists, theatregoers, 33 
commuters heading to and from Port Authority, and other pedestrians.  In fact, in likely 34 
recognition of this congestion, the Zoning Resolution of the City of New York, Article I, 35 
Chapter 4, Section 14-41 prohibits sidewalk cafes on this stretch of Eighth Avenue.  Given 36 
that prohibition, the applicant has shifted his proposed sidewalk café so that all the tables 37 
and chairs are around the corner, on West 48th Street.  But that shift does not alleviate the 38 
crowded conditions at this busy corner.  39 
 40 
The sidewalk on the residential side street of West 48th Street is already too congested to 41 
reasonably accommodate a sidewalk café.  The sidewalk abutting the proposed café 42 
contains a string of obstructions -- a large telephone booth, a traffic sign, and a tree.  43 
Although the applicant has provided the required minimum 8-foot clearance between the 44 
café and the telephone booth, the juxtaposition of the telephone booth and the café means 45 
that there is no clear, straight 8-foot pedestrian path along this stretch of sidewalk to the 46 
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*This recommendation is subject to ratification by the Full Board at its September 2, 2015 meeting.  
It is being sent in advance for your information in order to meet the deadline. 
 

 

Eighth Avenue corner; rather, a pedestrian heading east must walk along the north side of 47 
the sidewalk to avoid the café, but then must veer to the south side of the sidewalk to avoid 48 
the telephone booth.  Similarly, although we recognize that current city regulations do not 49 
consider traffic signs and trees (without fencing) to be obstructions, in our experience such 50 
objects are very real obstructions to pedestrian traffic.  As the photos submitted with the 51 
application show, bicycles are frequently locked to this street sign, which creates a sizeable 52 
obstacle.  Similarly, trees and the surrounding tree pits -- which are often uneven and ill-53 
maintained -- are very real obstructions to pedestrian traffic, particularly wheelchairs and 54 
strollers. 55 
 56 
In addition, community members living on this block expressed their concerns to MCB4 57 
about the increased noise and congestion that would accompany this sidewalk café, with a 58 
detrimental impact on their residential quality of life. 59 
 60 
We thank you for your attention to this matter. 61 
 62 
 63 
Sincerely, 64 

          [signed 8/28/15]           65 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 66 
  67 
 68 



 

 

Business License & Permits Committee     Item #: 15 1 
 2 
September 2, 2015 3 
 4 
Vincent G. Bradley 5 
Chairman 6 
New York State Liquor Authority 7 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 8 
Albany, New York 12210  9 
 10 
Re: 787 Eighth Ave Corp  11 
 d/b/a Brazil Grill 12 
 787 8th Avenue (West 48th Street) 13 
  14 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 15 
 16 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of the alteration application of 787 Eighth 17 
Ave Corp d/b/a Brazil Grill to extend its On-Premise license to a sidewalk cafe.  (Although the 18 
applicant’s submission to MCB4 categorized this as a new application, our understanding is that the 19 
applicant holds an On-Premise license for this establishment and that the current application is more 20 
properly categorized as an alteration.)  Given the congestion and pedestrian traffic at this busy corner in 21 
the theatre district, concerns from nearby community residents about the increased noise and disruption 22 
that would accompany this sidewalk café, and community reports of issues and concerns surrounding 23 
another sidewalk café operated across the street by the same owner, allowing the alteration would not 24 
serve, and would be contrary to, the public interest.   25 
 26 
This establishment is located on the corner of Eighth Avenue and West 48th Street (with frontage on 27 
both the street and the avenue), an exceedingly busy and congested corner in the heart of the theatre 28 
district that is constantly thronged with tourists, theatregoers, commuters heading to and from Port 29 
Authority, and other pedestrians.  In fact, in likely recognition of this congestion, the Zoning Resolution 30 
of the City of New York, Article I, Chapter 4, Section 14-41 prohibits sidewalk cafes on this stretch of 31 
Eighth Avenue.  Given that prohibition, the applicant has shifted his proposed sidewalk café so that all 32 
the tables and chairs are around the corner, on West 48th Street.  But that shift does not alleviate the 33 
crowded conditions at this busy corner. The sidewalk on the residential side street of West 48th Street is 34 
already too congested to reasonably accommodate a sidewalk café.  The stretch of sidewalk where the 35 
café would be located contains a string of obstacles -- a large telephone booth, a traffic sign, and a tree -- 36 
that, together with a sidewalk café, would obstruct the pedestrian clear path along West 48th Street to 37 
Eighth Avenue, particularly for wheelchairs and strollers.   38 
 39 
Community members, including a representative of the large residential building across the street from 40 
the proposed sidewalk café, have pointed out that this corner is already heavily trafficked and that 41 
adding a sidewalk café can only reduce sidewalk space and increase noise and congestion.  They are also 42 
concerned that, as part of the current re-design, the applicant plans to add a door for public access on the 43 
residential West 48th Street side of this establishment (in addition to the existing door on Eighth 44 
Avenue).  The applicant’s increased use of the West 48th Street side of the establishment is troubling to 45 
community members who report existing problems with noise and music, including live music, escaping 46 



 

 

from the establishment through open doors and windows and interfering with their quality of life.  In 1 
addition, community members have informed us that this applicant’s owner also owns an establishment 2 
with a sidewalk café across the street and that that sidewalk café operates beyond its designated space on 3 
the sidewalk and outside its permitted hours of operation.   4 
 5 
Thank you for your attention to this application and MCB4’s concerns. 6 
 7 
Sincerely, 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
 12 
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 13 



 

Waterfront, Parks & Environment      Item #16 1 
 2 
August 26, 2015 3 
 4 
Erycka Montoya 5 
Community Engagement Manager 6 
Friends of the High Line 7 
The Diller – von Furstenberg Building  8 
820 Washington Street  9 
New York, NY 10014   10 
 11 

Re: High Line Community Engagement 12 

Dear Ms Montoya,  13 

Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) was presented with details of the High Line’s programs 14 
focused on engaging with our community.  MCB4 was pleasantly surprised to learn of these 15 
programs and the positive impact they have especially for the youth in the surrounding NYCHA 16 
housing apartments.  MCB4 is wholly supportive of these programs and believes they are a 17 
model of how other institutions around our city should engage with their local communities. 18 

The High Line has become the second most visited attraction in New York City behind the 19 
Metropolitan Museum of Art.  2014 saw 6.2 million people travel the High Line of which an 20 
estimated 2 million were New Yorkers.  A few years ago after realizing much of the local 21 
community were not among those numbers, the High Line conducted a community survey.  22 
Local teens were hired to assist in conducting the survey.  Born out of the results of these 23 
surveys were the Teen Job and Leadership Training Programs.  Over 5,000 hours of work at 24 
competitive pay, $10 - $12 per hour were offered to teens from the neighborhood and 29 teens 25 
were hired in 2015.  These young employees were exposed to professionals from the High Line 26 
and their many partners as well as learned about career opportunities. 27 

In addition to the jobs programs for neighborhood teens, the High Line hosts NYCHA Family 28 
Days which has logged over 3,000 participants and Arriba, Latin Dance Parties, attracting 1,200 29 
people.  The High Line also continues to engage students throughout the city, having hosted 30 
4,500 students on field trips this year.  Another 6,000 students have walked the High Line on 31 
self-guided tours.  The High Line currently partners with three neighboring schools and three 32 
year round after-school programs. 33 

All of these programs demonstrate the High Line’s commitment to being a good neighbor and 34 
being a positive influence for the youth within our district and throughout the city.  MCB4 is 35 
thankful for such a resource within our community and we hope the High Line will be able to not 36 
only maintain such programming, but expand it for years to come. 37 


	letters1
	letters

