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NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION UNVEILS
PLAQUE AT SITE OF ONE OF THE NATION’S MOST IMPORTANT STATIONS
ALONG THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

Site of 36 Lispenard Street in Tribeca Served as a Temporary Haven for Frederick Douglass and Housed
a Major Abolitionist Newspaper and Organization That Aided More Than 1,000 Fugitives from Slavery

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission Chairman Robert B. Tierney and LPC
Commissioner Christopher Moore today unveiled a plaque outside of 36 Lispenard St.,
commemorating the role the site played in the abolitionist movement. Commissioners Tierney
and Moore were joined at the ceremony by Linda Ferber, Vice President of the New-York
Historical Society and New York City Council Member Jessica S. Lappin and Council Member
Robert Jackson.

“Today we honor the sacrifices of the men and women whose courageous work at this site
contributed to the emancipation of 4 million people in the United States,” said Chairman
Tierney. “Their heroism and unwavering conviction will be known to everyone who passes by
this plaque for generations to come.”

“The roots to freedom run deep in America, particularly in New York City,” said Commissioner
Moore. “And nowhere were they more meaningful or fruitful than at 36 Lispenard Street. The
house that once stood on this spot was too small for huddled masses, but it did protect many who
were yearning to breathe free.”

“The New-York Historical Society's series of landmark exhibitions and programs on Slavery in
New York and New York Divided: Slavery and the Civil War has contributed to creating the
awareness of a hitherto little-known history of this city that has brought us all here today,” said
NYHS Vice President Linda Ferber. “We salute the Landmarks Preservation Commission in
furthering the public’s knowledge of the important role Frederick Douglass and his compatriots
played in securing freedom for us all.”

When he first arrived in New York City in 1838, after escaping from slavery in Maryland,
Frederick Douglass stayed for several days at the site, then a small brick building. The building,
which is no longer standing, served as the headquarters of the New York Vigilance Committee,
one of the nation’s most active anti-slavery campaigns, assisting more than 1,000 fugitive men,
women and children in New York City.

More



African-American abolitionist David Ruggles, one of the leaders of the Committee, kept a
reading room at the site, and operated a printing press where he published anti-slavery literature
as well as the Mirror of Liberty, an abolitionist newspaper, in the late 1830s and 1840s.

Chairman Tierney thanked Christina Davis, chairwoman of the New York Landmarks
Preservation Foundation, for the organization’s generous support of the plaque and LPC’s
mission.

The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission is the largest municipal preservation
agency in the United States. Created in 1965, the Commission is dedicated to preserving New
York City’s architectural, historical and cultural treasures and protects more than 23,000
buildings in all five boroughs, including 1,149 individual landmarks, 107 interior landmarks,
nine scenic landmarks and 85 historic districts.
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