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46 East 66th Street was erected in 1877-78 by architect J.H. Valentine as a 
Neo Grec and redesigned in 1919 by architect Mott Schmidt in its present 
style as a Neo Georgian.  
 
Early in his career, Mott Schmidt found his niche in architecture, mastering the 
language of American Georgian Classicism. He became an architect catering to 
a monied crowd who liked what he did because it so perfectly coincided with 
their own views. A niche, I feel obliged to point out, is not a rut. A niche is a 
place carved out of a wall in which one can take shelter from the elements yet 
be among them. An embracing semi-circle of space, a niche not only permits, 
but practically demands, that its inhabitants be part of the world as they gaze 
out at its goings on. - Robert A.M Stern “The Architecture of Mott B. Schmidt, 
by Mark Alan Hewitt’s 1991, with a forward by Robert A.M. Stern” 
 
In 2013, Henry Justin of HJ Development purchased the building from the 
Republic of Senegal. The building had been used for decades as the 
diplomatic home and consular offices. Spending well over $5,000,000 on 
restoration, HJ Development worked closely with LPC Staff to restore the 
building (as well as interiors) to closely replicate the historic design. Work 
included replacing 85% of the wood joists, replicating the mahogany 
windows and repairing and replacing when necessary the limestone trim and 
cartouche. 
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SUBJECT PROPERTY [EXISTING CONDITION REPORT] 
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     MOTT SCHMIDT TOWNHOUSES WITH FENCES 
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