I'm here today to express my opposition to the changes to Rule 1.06 of the loft
law. The proposed changes will unfairly place greater burdens on tenants
seeking coverage under the loft law. By making tenants responsible for
serving copies of their application to all affected parties, the loft board is
simply making it more difficult for tenants to apply for coverage. | see this as a
growing trend at the loft board. | strongly urge the members of the board to

reverse this trend.

Ted Partin
Tenant
360 Jefferson Street

June 5, 2011
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Dear Members and Officials of the New York City Loft Board,
Thank you for the opportunity to speak before you today.

My name is Viktoriya Kravets; | am a tenant organizer with the East Williamsburg/Bushwick Loft
Tenants Association. We oppose changes to amend section 1-06 of Title 29 of the Rules of the City of
New York in regards to Applications to the Loft Board. By shifting the burden of service for applications
onto the applicants, these changes will unfortunately make it more difficult and expensive for tenants to
submit coverage applications. The price of the application will now become substantially higher.

This newly proposed application process shifts the burden of proof onto the tenants who are
already nervous and hesitant about applying. It is often that that initial mail from the loft board that
early on in the process that adds to the legitimacy and urgency of the loft law for tenants. Receiving a
letter addressed from the loft board is often the catalyst that moves tenants to educate and protect
themselves. It is doubtful that receiving a letter from an unknown neighbor to a joint mailbox will have
the very same effect.

Very often loft tenants are hesitant to put in a coverage application because they fear they will
be held up in very costly litigation for many years. These changes to the application will make the
tenant’s first exposure to the loft law even more complicated and more legalistic. This will likely put off
many tenants who worry about their immediate need to retain council. Many tenants are not financially
able to retain an attorney for themselves and often it has taken much time for many tenants to finally
apply together in groups, a luxury not always afforded to those who very desperately need loft law to
remain in the homes.

Sincerely,

Viktoriya Kravet
Loft Tenant Organizer
East Williamsburgh/Bushwick Loft Tenants Association



45 Washington Street i Box 123 | Brooklyn, NY 11201 | wew.dumbo-dna.org

DUMBO NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE

New York City Loft Board
100 Gold Street

2™ Floor

New York, NY 10038

Public Hearing: Proposed Rule changes to Section 1-06 of the Loft Board Rules, which
relate to applications.

June 2, 2011

22 Reade St

1" Floor

New York, NY 10007

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the New York City Loft Board’s intention
to amend section 1-06 of Title 29 of the Rule of the City of New York relating to
applications. On behalf of the DUMBO Neighborhood Alliance (DNA), 1 strongly
disagree with the proposed change regarding the tenant being responsible for serving
copies of their application to all affected parties.

The notification of and copy of the tenant’s coverage application should remain the
responsibility of the Loft Board. In larger buildings, why would it be appropriate for
tenants to determine residency of the other lofts in their buildings? In my over 20 years
of experience working with loft tenants and their issues, know that residents have
significant 1ssues with their privacy because they are living in non conforming use.

There already is a tremendous burden of responsibility on tenants. While the Loft Board
should be simplifying the process, this step will further complicate, and delay the process.
Both tenants and landlords will pay more respectful attention to a notice coming from the
New York City Loft Board. Please reconsider this part of the amendment.

There needs to be greater advocacy and awareness about the new Loft Law and the
process. There must be outreach throughout the Boroughs by all City Council members,
not just the diligent few, and community boards. There may be thousands of tenants
falling through the cracks because they are unaware of the new law.

Respectfully submitted,
J

Doreen Gallo, Executive Director
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