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Issuance #557 

TECHNICAL 
POLICY AND PROCEDURE NOTICE #3/99 

TO: 	Distribution 

FROM: 	Richard C. Visconti, R.A. 

DATE: 	February 11, 1999 

SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE CODE—LOCAL LAW #17/95—BUILDING SEPARATIONS 

PURPOSE: To establish a uniform interpretation of Reference Standard RS 9-6, 
§2312(h)2.K. Building Separations enacted with Local Law #17/95. 

EFFECTIVE:  Immediately 

SPECIFICS: 

Section 2312(h)2.K. states in relevant part that "All structures shall be separated from 
adjoining structures." 

This shall be interpreted to require a separation between any existing adjoining building or 
a building for which an excavation and foundation permit has been issued and such permit 
remains in effect, and any new building, including a horizontal or vertical enlargement of an 
existing building. 
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Such separation shall be provided to the full height of the adjoining building, including any 
bulkheads, penthouses, etc. which may be subject to the effect of pounding. Above the 
height of the adjoining building no separation is required. 

In the case of a vertical enlargement of an existing building, the separation shall begin 
from the juncture of the new construction and the existing building. 

EXEMPTED: 

Vertical extensions of existing party walls. 

RCV:sr 

TAPPN-S\TECH-PPN\tppn 3.99.WPD 


	Page 1
	Page 2

