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PREFACE

The current Building Code was enacted by the City Council
on October 22, 1968, and approved by the Mayor on
November 6, 1968. It became effective on December 6,
1968, superseding the Building Code enacted in 1938. The
"New Code" is based largely upon nationally accepted
performance standards and specifications for materials and
construction assemblies.

The present edition updates the Building Code to
October 1, 2003.

The State Legislature, pursuant to Chapter 907 of the
Laws of 1985, repealed and reenacted the Administrative
Code of the City of New York to reflect changes in form,
particularly a complete renumbering of the sections of
the Code.

Accordingly, General Provisions, Licenses and Building
Construction are contained in Chapter 1 of Title 26 and
the Building Code is contained in Chapter 1 of Title 27.
The old section numbers of the Building Code are shown
in brackets, followed by the new section numbers. This
serves as a convenience to architectural and engineering
professionals and construction industry members familiar
with the Code prior to this revision.

To facilitate the adoption of proven results of research and
development in the dynamic field of construction, the Code
provides that the Buildings Commissioner may adopt new
standards or revise existing standards. In the past, this could
only be accomplished by legislative action. Moreover, the
Code further provides that equipment and materials may be
accepted by the Department of Buildings based upon national
reference standards and tests conducted by recognized
national laboratories. Such acceptance previously required
approval by the Board of Standards and Appeals.

Since 1968, there developed a need to respond to new
situations or exigencies through the passage of local laws
whose provisions were incorporated in the Building
Code. Some of these included Local Law 5/73 (Fire

Safety in Office Buildings); Local Law 41/78 (Fire
Safety in Places of Public Assembly); Local Law 10/80
and Local Law 11/98 (Owners' Inspection of Building
Facades); Local Law 10/81 (Owners' Inspection of
Elevators); Local Law 16/84 (Fire Safety in Buildings,
including Hotels); Local Law 10/99 (sprinkler protection
of residential building).

Recent significant amendments to the Building Code
include:

e Padlock Law (Local Law 6/93)
e Sidewalk Sheds

e Elevators and Escalators

e Fees

e Registration of Expediters

e Boiler Inspections

e Consolidation of the Board of Standards and Appeals
Equipment Section into the Materials & Equipment

Acceptance Section of the Department of Buildings

e  Cranes and Derricks

e Sprinklering of Residential Buildings (Local Law 10/99)

e Regulation of Outdoor Advertising (Local Law 14/01)

e  Use of Mercury Gauges to Test Plumbing,
Prohibited (Local Law 17/01)



For further information, readers may wish to refer to the
published series of the Department of Buildings' Directives
and Memorandums which are available at CITYBOOKS

or visit the Department of Buildings Website at
www.nyc.gov/buildings for the latest policy and
procedure notices.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

In addition to Chapter 907 of the state laws of
1985 mentioned in the preface above, the
legislature enacted, effective September 1, 1986,
Chapter 839 of the state laws of 1986, which
made certain technical corrections and changes
to the recodification.

Within the Reference Standards Appendix of this
volume are references to specific sections in the
Building Code. Standards enacted prior to the
recodification of the Building Code refer to the
code using the old section numbers. For your
convenience, therefore, we have included a two-part
conversion table which lists former to current
and then current to former section numbers. In
addition, the Table of Contents lists old and new
major headings.

j -hv,-_-'_—_-_—-_“_'l

Patricia J. Lancaster, ATA
Commissioner

Editorial notes pointing out discrepancies
between the former code and the recodified
version not specifically indicated as changes, or
references to laws that have amended the code
since recodification, are indicated with asterisks
and corresponding footnotes in bold italics at the
following the section. Obvious errors (such as
misspellings) are corrected and noted within the
text with a [sic] following the particular word.

Page Setup:

Where text is interrupted by a table, left column
above the table will continue unto the right
column above the table. Text below the table will
follow the same pattern.
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